THE fastest journey ever made by rail between Auckland and

Wellington was accomplished on 28 January 1967 when a double-
bogie diesel railcar chartered by Mr J. A. Murphy for a group of rail-
way enthusiasts covered the 423.0 miles in 9hr.26min. This repre-
sented an average speed, including all intermediate stops, of 44.8

m.p.h.

The aggregate running time, though with no allowance for
temporary speed restrictions, was 8hr.42}min., giving an average

running speed of 48.6 m.p.h.

HITHERTO the fastest running time

recorded over this route had been
8hr.56min. This was achieved on Sunday,
21 August 1938, by the General Manager's
four-wheel inspection railcar, when the
journey from Wellington to Auckland was
completed in 10 hours, with a 64-minute
stop at Ohakune for lunch, The distance
at that time was 425.0 miles.

On the more recent occasion, the party
of railway enthusiasts had set out, for
the first time in history, to make a return
journey by rail between Wellington and
Auckland within less than 24 hours. A
schedule of 10hr.59min. was offered by

New Zealand Railways for the north-
bound journey, with a running time of
10hr.17min., and for the southbound trip
an overall schedule of 10hr.35min. was
worked out, with a running time of 10hr.
Ilmin., almost certainly the fastest sche-
dule ever laid down for this route. Depar-
ture times were set at 12,01 am. from
Wellington, and 12.01 p.m. from Auck-
land.

At the time of the run, the fastest
regular schedules on this route were 13hr.
20min.  for the Wellington-Auckland
“Night Limited” express, a train of 300-
380 tons hauled by a “Da” class locomotive
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north of Packakariki, and 12hr30:nin. for
the summer holiday Auckland-Wellington
“Scenic Daylight”, a 250-ton train,

The railcar used for the special trip
on 28 January 1967 was “Rm"30 Aotea.
the prototype of six 29)-ton double-bogie
32-seat cars built in 1938-39 at New Zca-
land Railways’ Hutt Workshops, Each car
is now litted with two 115 h.p. Meadows
diesel engines, and has a designed top
speed of 63 m.p.h. Since 1955, these six
cars have been allocated to the Welling-
ton-New Plymouth service,

Leaving Wellington at 12.01 am. on
28 January 1967, Aotea reached Auck-
land at 10.20 a.m., 40 minutes ahead ol
schedule. Sufficient time had been gained
north of Taumarunui, in favourable
weather and traffic conditions, to avoid
the need for the scheduled 13-minute stop
at Whangamarino to pass two southbound
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Photagraph:
Passengers off the record-breaking railcar “Rm" 30 gather for a photograph shortly
after arrival at Auckland at 10.20 a.m. on 28 January 1967.

trains. Instead, these trains were passed
on the double line north of Amokura.

Highlights of this nerihbound run were
recerd times ©f 98min.03sec. from Wel-
lington 10 Palmersicn North, an average
speet of 51.8 m.p.h. from start to stop
over the 817 miles, and of 94min.10sec.
over the 859 miles Frankton 1o
Auckland, an average start-to-stop speed
of 347 m.ph. The overall running time
from Wellington, but excluding any allow-
ance for temporary speed resirictions and
signal checks, was 8hr.54min.

from

Maximum speeds aitained on  favour-
able sections of the track were held to
between 60 and 65 m.p.h., but it was
possible, in the usual
numbers of station stops suffered by New
Zealand trains, to hold this level of speed
for quite long stretches. Factors which en-
abled the record times 1o be achieved

absence of the
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N.Z.R, WELLINGTON-AUCKLAND

Diesel Raoilcar: “Rm" 30, Actea (230 h.p.]
Date: 28 Jonvary 1967

Diz=  Timing Paints Schadule Ackual  Average
fance Thmes Times Speads
milas min LR m.p.h.
0.0 WELLIMNGTON . B DS,II'::’ -
1.4 Kolwhorowhara . = 3 47 5.4
a1 (Sumemit] R — I0 44 3.9
11.0  Perirun er—l (] 54.9
15.2 Plimmerion -_ 202 5.0
18.% Pukera Boy ... — 2534 L]
24,7 Paskokariki i 40 34 50 4.3
ar 33 1.8
55 47 5B.8
43 05 44.7
0 o0 2.0
7P 4D 613
93 40 1.7
28 02 4.7
5.3 Bunnytharpe ... — 78 431.5
0.4 Feilding .o — 12 24 40.0
5/R
16.3 Holoombe ... == 22 55 d5.%
slgs.
24.5  Greatford 32 18 A
7.3 MARTOM 37 oo 35.7
b4 Parews L. — 730 404
154 Hunterville . — .08 5.2
— [signal shap) 22 21 o0& —
2% 35.00 —
232 Mongooncho 44 40 —_
3.5 Morgoweks ... 5D 555 |I§ 2332
1
44,4 Toihope R 74 75 29 38.3
50,1 Maotaroa NPT - | a4 14 8.9
95
54,3 Mgaurukchu 95 15 338
|Pesrih and  sing.] 115 106 -
&0.8  Hihitahi R 124 25 M.z
1% 128 35
4B Walowm [ - | 137 09 42.6
830 Ohakuene e 1523 154 40 57.2
.7 Pokaka .. — 1-5'?5|:|| 40,6
IR
103.6 Motionsl Park . 183 177 45 497
8.1 Qwhango . 2104 ‘20155-E3 42.0
!
1287  Piriaka i — 215 10 43.4
SR
135.2  TAUMARLUMUI e 236 24 18 41.8

included the recent completion of auto-
matic  signalling and centralised  traffic
control over the whele of the route, finally
eliminating any need to reduce speed 1o
45 m.ph. through stations for automatic
tablet exchanging. The several line im-
provements in rocent years, such as the
Porirua-Plimmerton, Longburn  bridge,
and Milson deviations, also played their

Dis- Timing Points Schaduls At Averoge
fance Times Times Spoocy
mitles min .5 m_p.h.
4.7 Okohukure | B 43 d4.1
143 Ongeres - | I8 03 48.7
144  [eignal step] .. — 18 3 =
21 49 —
22.7  Waimiha L = 3313 43.7
34 49 =
28.4 Porcatoiee ... 4B 44 17 5.1
44 43 -
3.7 fsignol stop) ... = 521 M5
53.49 —
32,1 Mangopehi [— 55 07 —
48.4 TE KEUITI ... @] F& 10 445
400 Oerakenga —— = B‘{‘E“IRS 53.2
FAd1 Te Awomutu oy 1 472
B4 Ohoups ... 14 63 54.9
29.% FRANETON 123 37 5.6
R T
6.8 Horothw o — A 45 473
10.3  Ngarsswahia Lo l4 12 04 60.3
SR
19.5 Hunthy r—— = 22 M 54,1
J0.5 Te Eauwhata aw 23 n 60.8
4.5 Whangamaring A7 38 51 Ad &
&
dl. 4 Mercer e — 44 ) 52.1
447 Pakeng T — 4% 75 54.5
46,8  [Whangarata) v — 52 28 51.1
49,0 Tuwogkow v — 54 3% a4
S3.4  Pukekche — 59 40 55.0
&1.7  Drury = &7 58 588
&4.%  Papokuro . 71 14 7.4
&9.3  Monurews — FATET ] al.4
73.3  Fapaloetos —_ TR 23 62.9
756 Crhakudhia — Bl 44 57.9
Fod  Waestfeld 113 MS dnj 48 8
!
A0.0  Tomaki BT 2& 45.1
8318 Orokei - — 17 S48
859 AUCKLAMD 137 24 10 444

J

part, as did the higher speed now permis-
sible over the Rukuhia swamps south of
Frankton,

On the outward journey, there was no-
thing exceptional in the initial stages. In
fact, the 4-mile climb through the long
tunnels was distinctly below par. There-
after, running was normal, but it was not
until Levin was passed at speed, now
12man. ahead of schedule, that it
possible to discern a foretaste of things
to come, North of Palmerston Morth, there
were  slight  eomplications  with  goods
trains, Aolea being diverted through the
crossing loops at both Kakariki and Great-
ford 1o pass long freights on the main

Was
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N.Z.R. AUCKLAND-WELLINGTOM
Diesel Railear: “RBm™ 30, Actea (230 hp.)

Date: 2B Jlonuary 1967

Dis-  Tleing Peinks Schedule  Actsal  Avercge
1u|:1:- S Times Tirmud Spoads
miles min, m.s, m.p.h.

0.0 AUCKLAND L. @ 0 0o —
2.1 Crakei i — 3 a0t 253
5% Tomaki - 35 ; Rn 1.3
9.5 ‘Waestfield e M2 12 43 AR5
10,3 Orabubu - 13 4é 457
13,4 Popotoeion 16 14 gg.s‘?
146  Manurews 20 16 ¥
2.0 Papakura 'g; 3: gg;
4.2 D i
- 3.‘!'51'“ 48.4

37.3 Pukekohe - A

369 Tuakau — 42 19 56.1
445  Marcer wem— = 51 4.5
554 Te Kouwhala &0 &1 53 50.8
45,4 Huntly [UST - 74 48 0.5
75.5 Mgarsawahia — 84 57 53.8
8.0 Horoliv . — HE 46 56.0
85.% FRAMKTCN e 13 Q& 11 5.8
5.6 Rukuhio = b a7 50.8
9.5 D\h:u;u T r— 0 B 43,8
15.8 Te Awomutu 5 = 1717 54.1
2.1 Te Kawa JURST-- 24 5% 49.7
9.5 Oarshange — 33 20 55.4
41.5 Ta Kuiti e 83 45 52 585
40,2 Puketuhy i, = 58 52 40,1
7.8 Mangopehi ... B2 &9 08 4.8
61.5  Poraslaras . = 74 03 44.7
73.7 Orgowe e 51 34 A8, &
a31.2 Okahukuro ' — 113 A4&.6
B7.0 Taringomaie ... 134 0% 33 42.B

128 o 57 e

|signal stop| o 48 —_—
9.9 TaUMARUNLI I 114 17 wE
3.4 Monunw e — a il 34,9

T od —
6.5 Piraks . — 12 04 4.8

1% 31 .
[signal shapl — 0 a5 4.4

20 53 -

9.8 Kakahi — 22 08 —
161 Owhango » 1 7 154
24.4 Bowrlme . — 45 54 40.0
3.4 Hetienal Pork 58 5% A2 1.3
35.9 Eruo . — 45 23 5.4

] —
40,5 Pokoka —_ 7413 344
44,1 Horopito - TP 44 al.d
50.3 Ohokurs a5 45 43 45.8
565 Karisi — 9% &% 472
G.E  Tangiwai - 909 50,4
£5.2 Woigurw m 108,56 449
4.4 Hihitahi 116 11 A&
BS.Z  Malores — 132 0B LN ]
LB TAIHAFE 153 140 28 &0.3
G5B Utiku - 145 ,-51? 559
103.7  Mongowska o 175 158 28 7.5

163 05 —
113.0 Mongaorshs — 170 1 54.4
1197 Huntarvills 197 178 5& 448
120.8 Porewn —_ 188 21 58.0
1352 RMARTOM T 195 52 51.1
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Wiz-  Timing Peinls Schedule Actual  Averoge
tance Times Timag  Spaecds
niles min. m.s. m.p.h.
1408  Eokariks RS Hnz 2 51.8
144.%  Halcembe e — 106 30 4.2
152.1 Feildin 216 44 46,3
157.2 Bunng:lanrpt R X o4z 4l .4
162.5 PALMERSTOM N, 157 27 06 BF
1.9 Lorghbumn e @ 4 41 50,0
18.4 Shanngn . - 18 dd al.%
ZR.5 Levin SO | 28 50 40,0
i 29 16 -

353 Monokou S a8 4 F Lo
4220 —

0.8 Oraki [P | | 50 12 42.0
ZB.7 IM:KQE':] R ] &7 40 &1 .5
405 Pankskariki ] &9 38 549
458 Pukerua Boy ... — 77 A5 A0.0
&4 Mimmeron — E2 01 487
736 Porira ... 95) Bs 4 57.%
8.6 (Summit] ———— - @1 34 Lr s
8%.1 FKoiwhorowhora | — o 17 576

5/R
B4 7 WELLINGTOM .. 113 99 34 9.2

line, Litle time was spent at Palmerston
North and Marton, so we were about
l4min. ahead of time on pulling up in
the loop at Hunterville to await  the
arrival of train 227, the express from
Auckland. Fortunately, this express was
on gﬂ"}d ljrl'lf.", and we were away agai[],
still three minutes ahead of schedule,

Following speed restrictions in the diff-
cult  country  between  Mangaweka  and
Utiku, it was novel to hurtle up the climb
from Uiiku to Taihape at an average
of almost 50 m.pl, and then o pass
Taihape at 40 witheut stopping. No seli-
respecting train in ordinary service would
dream of passing places like Taihape, or
Ohakune, or Te Kuiti, without pausing,
even briefly, but we did!

Up the long grades beyond Taihape,
mainly at abeut 1 in 70, speed was main-
tained generally between 30 and 40 m.p.h,,
being dictated by the curves rather than
by the grades. At Matarea we were T4min,
ahead and went on Neaurukehu, where
for 20min. we sat at the novth end of one
of the crossing loops awaiting the pleasure
of train 229, the down “Limited”. There
was a short stop at Hihitahi to consult
Train Control, and then came a wvery
satisfying seamper over the heights of
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Photograph:

The railcar “Aotea” at Taumarunui on 28 January 1967 during the record 9 hr.
26 min. run fromm Auckland to Wellington.

Waiouru and down the long tangents lead-
ing towards Ohakune. The long climb
from Ohakune up to Pokaka, mainly at 1
in 60, was carried at a minimum little
below 40 m.p.h. From National Park it
was all down hill to Taumarunui, where
Aotea arrived at 6.3 am., 24 minutes
ahead of time,

We spent almost 37 minutes at
Taumarunui, instead of the scheduled
twelve, so refreshments were enjoyed at
leisure. On this final stage of the north-
bound run, we set off in a lively manner,
with rapid acceleration and high speeds
between the numerous easings for sharp
curves. Between Ongarue and Manga-
pehi, a series of signal stops for crossing
goods trains and as a result of a signal
fault prevented the car from gaining very
much time, but amends were made on
the easier stretch north of Te Kuiti, the
41.5 miles from Te Kuiti to Frankton
being covered in the remarkable time of
47min.27sec.

North of Frankton, there were speed
restrictions  for track repairs near
Horotiu, over the Taupiri bridge, and
for overbridge construction work near
Tamaki, but the accompanying con-
densed log of the run shows the results of
travelling at 60 m.p.h. or slightly over
wherever track conditions permitted.

On the return journey, departure from
Auckland was about 37 minutes late
owing to some difficulty in obtaining the
correct grade of engine oil for this type
of car, which rarely visits the Queen City.
This delay, however, was perhaps just
the incentive that was needed, though I
doubt whether many of the passengers
expected we would be on time again as
carly as Taumarunui! The time of 96min.
l1sec. for the 85.9 miles to Frankton was
not quite up to the standard of the morn-
ing run, but it was nevertheless a gain
of nearly 17 minutes on the [13min.
schedule. From Frankton the car was
throngh Te Kuiti, 41.5 miles, in less than
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46 minutes, and then proceeded o soar
up the 20 miles w the Porootarvac summit
in  the unprecedented  tme  of 28min,
I 1sec.

Our lateness was thus reduced w only
12 minutes  at Mangapehi, Down  the
picturesgque but tortuous section of  line
past Waimiha and Ongarwe, there were
sharp reductions of speed for the sharpest
curves, followed by rapid aceelerations. We
were scheduled 1o wait for four minutes
at Okahukura to cross  the northbound
“Seenic Daylight™, but we were signalled
threugh and went en to Taringamot, where
a pavse of less than three minutes was
enough to let the “Daylight™ pass by un-
cheeked,  This  enabled  us 1o reach
Tavmarunui four minwtes early, in  the
truly remarkable time of 3he3 min, from
Aunckland, How far away are the davs
when a time of five hours over the 1758
miles between Auckland and Taumaranui
was regarded as good!

A non-stop run oover the 625 miles
from Tauwmarunui e Falmerston North
im 252 minutes had been laid down {would
this have been the longest ever non-stop
rum in New Zealand?], but it was not to
he. A stop at Piriaka, to pick up two
crrant  passengers  who  had  been  left
behind at Taumarunui and had w follow
us by taxi, and other short stops  at
Kakahi, Erua, and Mangaweka, mainly 1o
cross goods iramns, cansed  some  delay.
Mevertheless, the 1623 miles were com-
pleted in an overall time of 229min,
MErec., a gain of 25 minutes on scheduole,

Highlighes  of  this run  included =2
minimum of 33 m.ph. on the long 1 in
30 from Kakahi to Owhango; 29 moph.
up and arcund the Rawrimuo Spiral corves
with a recovery to 32 moph. on the con-
tinuation of the 1 in 530 climb above
the Spiral into National Park; a brisk
scamper through Pokaka and down the
long  straight through Horopite uniil it
was necessary to restrain the  headlong
flight in deference to the curves on the
final few miles approaching Ohakune;
and a remarkable average (I have no
ather adjective for it!) of more than 50
m.p.h. from Kariei up to Tangiwai. This
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4.5-mile  =zection  includes almost  three
miles ar 1 in 60, This bhank was carried
with a minimum of 43 m.ph.

The character of the remainder of the
run is clearly evident from the condensed
log published with this ardele, but can-
nat be dismissed without comment on the
attainment {almost) of even time from
start o stop between Palmerston North
and Levin, The time of 28min.50sec. for
the 285 miles was achieved withour ex-
ceeding 6 maph., and with a minimum
af 35 on the Koputaroa bank, 23 miles at
1 in 100,

The car was now so [ar ahead of time
that it was possible o go right down o
Manakan 10 cross the northbound Auck-
land express, train 684, after which it was
plain  =ailing, almost  completely  un-
checked, all the way home. [ wonder if
the 439 miles from Ouaki o Wellington
had ever been covered before in less than
50 minuees! What  would  Rous-Marten
have said?

Arrival time in Wellington was  10.04
g, following an Auckland depariure ar
1238 pm. The 26 passengers, each of
whom had paid almost double the frst-
class fare for the privilege of occupying
a double such  an

St 0on llnil'lLl[!
ceeasien, appeared o have been well
pleased  and  thrilled  with  their  experi-
L n i
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