ALAN BELLAMY INTRODUCES

THE PRICE
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From the W.W, Stewart Cellection {courtesy A.C. Bellamy)

Maker's photograph of the little double-bogie geared bush locomotive built by A, &
G. Price Ltd, Thames, in 1922 for the Matawai Co-op. Sawmilling Co.

N 1922, the well known New Zealand
locomotive manufacturers, A, & G.
Price Ltd, Thames, built another of their
geared locomotives for working on a bush
tramway. This locomotive, built for the
Matawai Co-op Sawmilling Company,
was designated the “D" type. Tt followed
the construction of two locomotives of the
Price “C” type, being smaller than the
“eo”.

The Price “D" was given its first
boiler certificate on 24 November 1922,
and it was in use at Matawaj, located on
the now-abandoned Moutchora branch
line of New Zealand Railways, until the
following year, when the mill was burned
down. The locomotive was offered for sale
in 1924,
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Its next owner was the Waikaki Saw-
milling Coempany at Rangataua, near
Ohakune, for whom it worked until 1935,
when it was taken over by the Marton
Sash & Door Company. In 1937 it was
reported as working in the Erua bush,
north of Ohakune. It remained there until
1943,

For the next six years, the locomotive
was working at the 18-mile bush, Manga-
pehi (Maraeroa). Its boiler certificate ex-
pired in 1949, and evidently was never
renewed. A visitor to the Marton Sash &
Door Company in March 1953 saw its
remains lying at Pukemako, the boiler and
tanks having been removed.

THE N.Z. RAILWAY OBSERVER



aad 0-8
©

1L3DS 9 W3V 31vHO = o
‘L 4'0S 81 Xx0Q3uli' o« " ’ 1
13DS L0t S3anL " 3IDOV4HNS ONILY3H

g h .0fsenow 3WNSS3Yd
"STIVOOSE ALIDVAYD HNVL
LX9 HAANITAD
vi0,8-1 STIIIHM

g . L . I
Z : T w.///A ~\ - L = : : a : = g
< //ﬂ NV\\ ¢ aﬂ/,/_ 5,
\ N N2 Z NN

‘226l NI "dln 320Hdd' 9%V A8 1'1Ing d 3dAL




From the R, Hepburn Collection (courtesy P.F. Dyer)

The Price “D" in service. Note the wide wheel-treads for running on woodzn rails,
and the sand box mounted above the leading wheel.

The New Zealand
MODEL RAILWAY
GUILD INC.

(formerly known os the New Zealand
Medal Railway Association)

invites applications for membership
from all persons who are interested in
the modelling of New Zealand loco-
motives, rolling stock, and railway
cquipment generally. The New Zea-
land Model Railway Journal, issued
to all Guild members six times a year,
keeps members in touch with activities
throughout the country.

Send Your Inquiries to the
N.Z. Model Railway Guild Inc.,
P.O. Box 108, Wellington
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Class “Dj" Diesel-Electric Locomotives

The final inspection and acceptance
tests for the first of the 533 “Dj" class
diesel-electric locomotives being built by
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd, Japan.
fer New Zealand Railways, were conducted
by Mr R. Linfoot, the Depariment’s in-
specting engineer, diesel and electrical. in
collaboration with Japanese National Rail-
ways, in September. Mr Linfoot was
present at the trials of the completed loco-
motive and was to inspect the progress
generally cn the remainder of the order. He
was also to visit the Toshiba Shibaura Elec-
tric Company’s works and inspect progress
oa the five electric leccomotives being built
there for the Otira-Arthur’s Pass section of
New Zealand Railways.

Mr Linfoot has had many years traction
experience with New Zealand Railways. He
was to take the opportunity to inspect
engineering developments at the Japanese
National Railways' research centre, and to
visit railway workshops and depots.
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