By T. A. McGavin

LOCOMOTIVES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE, No. 22

SOME RECENT OBSERVATIONS

is some considerable time now since we paid any extended attention in these

pages to the present-day work of locomotives on New Zealand express trains,
In view of the impending retirement of the last steam locomotives in regular
service on the New Zealand railway system, T would like to present some examples
of runs timed over the Canterbury Plains during the past five or six years behind
the highly capable “Ja” class 4-8-2 locomotives that have been the mainstay of
South Island main-line services since the carly 1950s, By way of contrast, T hope
also to find space to describe some exceptionally meritorious runs recently
recorded behind “Da” class diesel-electrics from Palmersion North to Wellington,
when time recovery on fast schedules was of impressive magnitude.

Although the first of the 109-ton “Ja™s
was turned out by Hillside Workshops in
December 1946, it was another ten years
before the 35th and last was completed.
In the earlier 19505, they were running an
average of 40,000 miles a year each, but
this utilisation dropped slightly after the
intraduction of the “Dh™ class diesel-electrics
between Oamaru and Dunedin in 1936 In
the three years after all the Hillside “Ja™s
were in service, that is from 1 April 1957
to 31 March 1960 (which happens 1o be
the latest period for which statistics have
been published), they ran an aggregate of
more than 4,000,000 miles, or an average
of 38,258 miles per locomotive cach year.
This work was accomplished almost entirely
aver the 367-mile main line between Christ-
church  and Invercargill, but they also
worked north 1o Kaikoura, and on the
section of the Midlend Line westward to
Arthur’s Pass,

Undoubtedly the hardest sustained efforls
were required with heavy loads at high

speeds aver the plains between Christchurch
and Qamaru, 151 miles, though one must
not play down unduly the efforts required
on the 1 in 50 gradienis between Oamaru
and Dunedin, nor the work required in
maintaining high average speeds over un-
dulating country south of Dunedin, where
speed restrictions for curves are much more
numerous than in  Canterbury. Gordon
Troup gave an exhaustive review of their
prowess on  South Island express Lrains
between Christchurch and Qamaru in these
pages in 1958 (Velume 15, issue 75, be-
ginning at page 3). Here 1 give details of
theee  runs  between  Christichurch  and
Timaru, all timed between 1963 and 1969,
showing that the standard of their work
had in no way declined.

Table 1 shows runs on the schedule that
became effective in March 1963, when the
“South Island Limited’s” time between
Christchurch and Invercargill was reduced
to 11hre. 40min., mainly by reduction in
the station time at Oamarw. Parlly in
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One of the 35 “Ja" class 4-8-2 locomotives, No, 1244, a1 Linwoad locomotive depot,
Christehurch, in 1968,

deference to the busy level crossings be-
tween Christchurch and Addington, partly
because it is traditional to treat steam
locomotives easily at the beginning of a
long run, and partly because the line rises
gradually, but almost continuously, for the
first 43 miles to an altitude of 384 feet,
exits from Christchurch are nol nolovious
for their rapidity. On the first run tabulated,
“Ja”™ 1267 with a trailing load of at least
285 tons, and with the stimulus of a depar-
ture seven minutes behind time, produced
the second-fastest time | have ever recorded
out o Rolleston; 21min. 46sec, for the 13.7
miles. In spite of the Burnham stop and
the slowing then required over the Selwyn
River bridge just south of Norwood, more
than four minutes were gained to Rakaia.
With the engine now really warmed up to
its work, acceleration out of Rakain was
rapid. A rate of 30 m.p.h. was attained well
within two miles, and the 16.7 miles to Ash-
burton were completed in 20min, 23sec., an
average speed of 49,1 m.p.h. from start te
stop without exceeding a maximum of 57.
The 14 miles from peg 44 {two miles from
Rakain) to peg 38 (just outside Ashburton)
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were covered in 13min. 30sec. The train
wis now jusl over a minute late.

The only Taster run then this that [ have
known out of Christchurch personally was
one day in 1962 behind “Ja™ 1270 with a
12-total train of 296 (ons tare and about 340
gross. This driver really made sure of
recovering a late start of three minutes.
Against the rising gradient, he had the train
ralling at 40 m.ph. a5 carly as Middleton,
was up to 50 m.p.h. before Templeton, and
was through Rolleston (where all down
trains have to slow beyond the station to
about 30 m.p.h. for the wrnout on to the
gingle line) in only 20min. 40sec. Up the
frintly rising grade, four feet to the mile,
through Burnham {where a stop for once
was not required) towards Norwood, speed
was raised to 35 m.p.h., but on the graduslly
steepening climb beyond Dunsandel our rate
of progress was allowed to fall away to
45 m.ph. on the 1 in 236 approaching Bank-
side. Mevertheless, 18 miles (pegs 22 to 40)
beyond the Rolleston slowing were coverad
in 2imin. #ec. The 35.5 miles 1o Rakain
were completed Frs:u:n} gtart 1o stop in 47min.
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TABLE 1 — CHRISTCHURCH-TIMARU

“South Island Limited’ : “Ja" Locomotives

Locomotive Number 1267 1253 1270
Lood, Number of Cars - 10 12 16
w Tons Tare S i A 250 308 397
w  Tons Gross 235 345 450
Distance Timing Sched, Actval  Specds Actval  Spceds Actucl  Spoeds
Peints & § §
miles min. m m.p.h
0.00  CHRISTCHURCH 0 0
1.24 Addingten 5 4
3.01 = Py
4.29 — 8
5.49 Hornby 12 10
a.67 Termgieton — 15
13.71 Roliesion 24 21.4
17.79 Bumhom < 7.
31
21.70 Norwead —
Dunzandel 41 41
Bonkside LR
35.51 RAKAIA 56 48.0
5.2 Cherisoy — 40.4 7.53 39.6
10.68 Dromore 15 13.24 4.5 14.21 0.8
13,15 Foirfield — 16.00 57 17.05 54.2
16,69 ASHMBURTON 23 20.25 | 2114 51.2
249 Tinwald 4 4.10 ns 4.26 6
6,05 Winslow —_ 8.20 55.6 8.43 £4.1
SIR
11,59 Hinds — 13.52 6.1 16.51 10.9
19.55 Ealing 26 22.05 58.1 25.44 538
S/n
22.27 Rangliate — 26.20 38.4 29.00 50.0
8.0 ORAR! 38 33.3¢9 ne 36.43 49.2
3.81 Winchester — 5.04 45,1 5.40 40.3
7.47 TEMUKA 1 .00 55.8 10.22 44.7
2.35 Arawhenua — 4.32 310 — .
8.00 Washdyke 1 10.25 57.6 12,28 3B8.5
11.18 TIMARY 17 15.08 A0.4 17.33 37.5

§ Averoge speeds

S4sec., a gain of eight minutes on schedule.
The 16.7 miles to Ashburton were then run
off in 22min. 4sec., and the remainder of
the run to Timaru, being well on time, was
not of special note.

Returning now to the tabulated run
behind “Ja” 1267, we may now note the
fastest time 1 have yet recorded from
Ashburton to Orari. Although there was a
speed restriction for track relaying just
beyond Ealing, the 28.6 miles were covered
at an average speed of 51.1 m.p.h. from
start to stop. On the level track beyond
Tinwald, speed rose from 55 m.p.h. gradu-
ally and almost imperceptibly to a maximum

from point 1o poimt

of 63 near Hinds. The long drag thence up
to Ealing—an average of about 1 in 390,
but including short pinches of 1 in 200—
had no more effect than to reduce the rate
to 57 m.p.h. The 16 miles between pegs 62
and 78, including the entire climb, were
covered in 16min. 23isec.

Because of overlime at stations, the pace
remained brisk. The 7.5 miles downhill
from Orari to Temuka were run ofl, start to
stop, in 9 minutes exactly, five miles being
covered in 4min. 52sec. with a maximum of
62 m.p.h.; and the final 11.2 miles into
Timaru occupied just over 15 minutes, to
bring the train in:just ahead of time.
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On Run No. 2, “Ja” 1253 had a heavier
12-total train, of about 345 tons gross
weight. This was in October 1969 and, as
can be seen, was another competent per-
formance, with practically all running times
well within the schedules laid down, in
spite of two speed restrictions for track
relaying that cost all of five minutes.

On this occasion I was not in a position
to time from milepegs, which are on the
left-hand side travelling south, but we
maintained 53 m.p.h. from Norwood through
Dunsandel, and topped Bankside at 48. A
momentary maximum of 35 m.p.h. was
attained near Fairfield, and south of Ash-
burton we ran at between 51 and 55 m.p.h.
wherever possible. It appeared that some
minor locomotive trouble developed at
Temuka, because acceleration out of this
station was much below par (though we
were doing a healthy 51 through Washdyke)
and there was an extended stop at Timaru
while the trouble was rectified. 1 suspect
that No. 1253 may have been in a some-
what run-down condition for, although its
driver succeeded in running the northbound
Limited back to Christchurch from Oamaru
without losing any more time (in fact, he
gained quite a bit), it was noticeable that
there was reluctance to run at much more
than 52 or 53 m.p.h. There were times,
indeed, when there was a deliberate casing
of the pace.

The third run tabulated in Table 1 is a
prize in my collection. Normally the express
train loads for a single “Ja” have been held
to about 400 tons gross weight, an assisting
engine being provided for heavier trains to
ensure timekeeping. But on this occasion
in 1967, a l6-total train of 387 tons tare
and fully 450 tons gross (for the load
included five vans of luggage, mails, and
parcels) was taken unassisted by “Ja” 1270

LEFT, UPPER: The down “South Island
Limited” crossing the Rangitata River on its
journey south to Invercargill, on 1 June,
1967.

LEFT, LOWER: Racing across the Canter-
bury Plains near Chertsey between Rakaia
and Ashburton, in Secptember 1963, "i]a"
1242 is near the highest point on the line
between Christchurch and Invercargill,
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and an obviously keen and hard-working
crew as far as Timaru. I'm quite sure the
fireman must have been perspiring freely
after this effort.

Once clear of Addington, better times
were maintained even than_by-No. 1253,
and out to Rolleston within a few seconds
of the time of No. 1267 which had had
less than two-thirds of the load. Speed was
worked up from 40 m.p.h. at Middleton to
a maximum of 47 just beyond Templeton,
and 46 m.p.h. was attained again after the
slowing at Rolleston. I think the run from
Burnham up to Rakaia was simply magnifi-
cent, A rate of 50 m.p.h. was attained on
the short level stretch across the Selwyn
River, and the climb to Bankside was
carried without falling below 46 m.p.h. The
run from Rakaia to Ashburton was spoiled
by a slowing to 19 m.p.h. for track relaying
work between Chertsey and Dromore, but a
peak of 57 m.p.h. was attained on the out-
skirts of Ashburton.

The attainment of an average speed of
49 m.p.h. from start to stop over the 28.6
miles from Ashburton to Orari was an
equally magnificent effort for this class of
locomotive with such a load. It will be
recalled that the “Ja’” has no more than 44
tons available for adhesion, that the driving
wheel diameter is only 54 inches, and that its
nominal starting tractive effort (at 85 percent
of the 200 Ib. per sq. in. working pressure)
is just 26,520 Ib. It is of relatively modest
size as express locomotives go, but 1270's
driver and fireman coaxed their 560 odd
tons of train (including the weight of the
locomotive) quickly up to a steady 53 or
54 m.p.h. on the level track through Wins-
low and Hinds, and we were holding a
steady 48f m.p.h. as we approached the
summit of the climb to Ealing. The mile-a-
minute rate was just touched on the down
grade when they shut off for the Orari stop.
Twenty-five miles (pegs 62 to 87) were
covered in 28min. 20sec.

Out of Orari, understandably, the accelera-
tion was not quite so rapid as that of No.
1267 with the lighter train, but four miles
were covered on this gentle downward slope
in just under four minutes, the top speed
being 62 m.p.h. Once again there was a
spirited dash for Timaru, with a peak speed
of 55 m.p.h. approaching Washdyke. With
such a long train, there had been some
unavoidable overtime at stations, but, after
being seven minutes late away from Christ-
church, and eight down [rom Ashburton,
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the arrival at Timaru was no more than five
minutes  behind  schedule. Again 1 say,
magnificent!

Space daes not permit of discussion of
the work between Timaru and Oamaru, or
fur:hgr south {not &t this stage anyway),
nor is there room to mention any north-
bound runs at this time, but T would like to
conclude this temperary tribute to the “Ja"s
with the details of an excellent run made
back in 1955 when the “South Island
Limited” made only restricied stops on
three days 2 week. Between Christchurch
and Oamaru, the only stops were at Ash-
burtan and Timaru, but the schedules were
not unduly difficult, having been arranged
at a time when the “Ab"™ class Pacifice were
ruling the roost in Canterbury. Briel refer-
ence 1o this run was made in Noel Palmer
and Bill Stewart's Covaleade of New
Zealand Locomatives, but here now in Table
2 are more details,

The date was 5 September 1955 when the
“South Island Limited” out of Christchurch
comprised eight pessenger cars and two
vans for an aggregate tare of 275 tons and
gross weight of about 300 tons headed by
“Ta™ 1267. It will be seen that there was
the usual very quiet departure from Christ
church, no faster than was necessary to
maintain schedule, even though departure
had been two minutes behind time. But once
the train was on to the single line beyond
Ralleston, the pace was quickened, perhaps
to get a little time in hand for the Selwyn
b_rid,gp- slowing, Rakaia was passed well on
time, but shorily afterwards a Westinghouse
aitbrake hose burst, bringing the train to a
stand for 4min. 20sec. while a replacement
was fitted, This delay, plus excess time spent
at Ashburton for refreshments, proved to
be the stimulus for the notable run that
followed, when no fewer than 12 minutes
were gained on schedule between Ashburton
and Washdyke, 44.1 miles cleared in only
48min. Ssec. from the start.

The mile-a-minute rate was atiained near
Winslow and, although milepeg times are
not available, it sppears that a speed
approaching 65 moph, must have been
awained nesr Hinds, and that the climb to
Ealing must have been surmounted at better
than 50 m.p.h. The 30 miles from Winslow
to Temuka were covered in 30min. 20sec.,
and the average slation-to-station speeds
shqw that a remarkably even pace was
maintained from Ealing dewn to Temuka,
the 16.52 miles being covered in 16min.
30sec. The pace was eased beyond Temuka,
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TABLE 2
CHRISTCHURCH-TIMARU
“South Island Limited™ 1955

Locamotive ClEsd evmicccoiiiens Ja
Locametive Mumber .. 1267
Lead, Mumber af Cors L]
Tens Tore .. 75
Tans Gross 300
Dislanse Timing Sched.  Acwal  Speeds
Faints §
milles min, s mah,

@02 CHRISTCHURCH
.34 Addingren

0.0
5.43 14.1
.90

[+]
G
3.00 Mecldlgten — 6.5
4.2¢ Sockhum —_ 10530 a1.9
5.4% Harnby 3 13.08 40.0
.47 Teropleton _ 1738 42.4
137 Folleston 25 24.33 437
17.79 Burnham —_ 30,30 411
.70 Maorwood — 3438 5.7
aIR
24.51 Dunsandal 4l 40,10 0.5
30.55 Bankside —_ 48,16 44.5
35.51 Rakaoia 57 2420 49.3
step
45,19 Dromare — 7500 —
43.68  Fairfield - 7743 545
52.20 ASHEURTOMN e 82.05 EER
2.9 Tinwald a 4.50 .z
6.05 Wi law m 210 51.4
i1.59 Hinds 17 14.28 [-v )
1%.55 Ealing i 23.00 56.0
Bl Rongitote aF 25.44 9.7
860 Crrari £ ] 32.00 &6
24 Winchester 45 35.48 £0.2
3407 Towriake 50 39.30 59.3
I8.42 Argawhenug b 42,10 52.9
4407 Woshdyke & 4805 573
A7.25 TIsARL L1 54.52 2810

§ Averages frem storion to statien,
¢ Emergeney stop to replace burst hose.

and I suspect that there must have been a
speed restriction on the approaches to
Timare, for the time from Washdyke in
was well over & minute more than the
normal for this section. As it was, the
average speed from start o stop was 51.7
mph. With a normal run in, the time
could have been brought down to only
about 53 minutes, or 53.5 m.ph.

With a Timaru erew, the continuation run
of 51.6 miles from Timaru to Oamaru
was completed in 72min. 11sec., against the
73 minutes scheduled, and in spite of three
severe (15 moph) speed restrictions. On
the return journey the seme day with the
northbound “Limited”, the 51.6 miles to
Timap: cccupied 78min. 42sec., the loss of
33 minutes being entirely accounted for by
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On a high-speed stretch of the North Island main trunk ling, train 229, the Auckland-
Wellington “Night Limited”, races through Tekomaru in early-morning sunshine, The
“Da™ class locomotive is No. 1528,

the severe slowings at St Andrews and
Parecora. The 473 miles [rom Timaru to
Oemaru, however, allowed 72 minutes, were
run in 63min. 30sec. without any higher
speed than 33 m.p.h., and the final 52.2
miles into Christchurch, allowed 75 minutes,
were completed in Tlmin. 20sec. in spite
of two severe slowings en route, but again
without any unugually high speeds.

As [ write this article, the new schedules
for the diesel-hauled “Southerner”, which is
to replace the “South Island Limited” in
December this  year, have just been
announced. This new  service will be
allowed only 3hr. 35min. for the 151 miles
from Christchurch to Oamaru, 21 minutes
guicker than the allowance for the 1935
“Limited”, though the Ashburton and
Timaru station allowances will be much
shorter, and the Selwyn and Waitaki bridge
slowings are no longer with us. Although
the load of the “Southemner” appears likely
to be no more than about 220 or 250 tons
gross, it will be most interesting to see what
the 1,050 hp. “Dj" class diesel-electrics
will make of the new schedules. T suspect
that, with maximum speeds in the region

af 55 m.p.h., they will have not the slightest
difficulty.

It is tempting to contemplate that a
reasonahly early objective could be an
allowance of 3 hours or less for the 151
miles between Christchurch and Oamaru,
including the Ashburton and Timaru stops.
With the completion of relaying with 91 Ib.
rail, the installation of CTC and automatic
signalling to eliminate the problems of
tablet-exchanging at  high speed (work
which is now in hand in this area), and
the provision of suitably geared locomatives,
such an objective would, T think, be not
too fanciful,

To show what is being done with diesel
traction in the North Island on fast express
services, | conclude this offering with Table
3, showing two runs from Palmerston
Morth to Wellington behind “Da” class
1,425 h.p. diesel-electrics of General Motors
extraction. The first was behind “Da" 1526
with  an 1i-total Auckland-Wellington
“Might Limited" due to leave Palmerston
Morth at 644 am, On this occasion, depar-
ture was 13 minutes behind time, and there
was the handicap of two severe speed



TABLE 3 — PALMERSTON NORTH-WELLINGTON

“Da" Class Diesel-Electric Locomotives

Train  Mumber —
Locomalive Mumber .

Leod, Mumber of Cors B

« Tons Tare . 24 2

o Tens Geass 150 2480
Timing Points Distance  Sched, Actual Spreds Distance  Sched. Auctual Spoeds

g §
miles s, gk miles min .8, AL
FPALMERSTON M. D.00 a — 000 0.ca =
Langhburn 3.92 - 42,0 1.92 &% 5,07 457
Lirtan 745 50.0 745 — LA S04
Tekomaru 10.9% — A0.5 10,99 - 13.00 577
Shanmen 18.3% 2% A4, B39 —_ 20.51 547
Kopubaren F3 B4 — &3 2284 j— 5.3 a7.6
Queen Stret T a0 — 53.1 2759 — 10.54 53.4
LEWIN 3.52 41 5.2 78,52 g ar.52 53.3
Ohouw 315 — a3.7 .67 — 35.33 513
Manakau a.7% — ErG 250 — 39.24 58.7
Draki 12,30 20 a5 £0.82 58 4733 40.6
Te Horo 15,83 — 53.4 4435 —_ 51.32 53.2
‘Waikanae .68 — 53.9 50,20 - SB.13 52.5
Paraparaurmg 4,14 — Ha.e 54,46 - &3.00 55.9
| MicKays] 3014 45 &l .0 SB.46 an &r.13 54.5
PAEKAEARIE] 31,97 A5 41.2 40,49 a5 4945 43.9
iMorh Jn.) 2,22 & a7e 222 _; 4.08 32.2
[South In.} 4.18 i1 25.3 4,18 1l 7.50 1.8
Pukzrua Boy 5.30 — 242 5£.30 - 9.44 35.4
Plimmerton 8.95 -— 1a.2 B.%5 = 1517 .5
Paremaia §0.5F — e 10.57 — 17.13 50.3
Farirua 13.15 6 44.7 13.15 25 19.55 573
Linden 4,898 — 4.8 14.88 — 21.54 52.3
Tawa 15.62 — 45.1 15.42 — 22.44 53.3
{Tunrel 2} 18.09 — 3’7 19.0% — 25.50 478
SR
(Tunnel 1, exit) 21.71 — 48.3 21.71 —_ o151 £3.3
Kaiwharawhaora ¥2.57 — 45.3 157 - 32.09 404
WELLINGTOM 74,17 ER] 25.4 24.17 42 35.48 26.3
§  Averoge speeds from @einl 1o painl,

restrictions for track repairs south of Linton
and Tokomaru respectively (just where
speed would normally be at its highest),
vet Wellington was reached two minutes
garly. Running of this guality 1 had experi-
enced before on the lighter “Scenic Day-
lights”, but this time the load was at least
100 tons greater. The locomotive demon-
strated its ability to maintain 64 m.ph.
with 350 tons on level track (for at least
two miles between Shannon and Kopu-
taroca), and wherever track conditions per
mitted speed quickly and casily reached. the
mile-a-minute pace. The 2i-mile bank at
1 in 100 south of Koputaroa reduced speed
no lower than 45 m.ph., and the short

banks at the same inclination between
Ohau and Manakau hardly seemed to exist.
After the easing for the curves at Waikanae
and across the river, the eight miles from
peg 36 to peg 2B were covered in Tmin.
S4gee. This was. the first time [ had recorded
a time of less than 40 minutes on an
express train from Levin to Packakariki,
32 miles.

With the train almost on time at Pae-
kakariki, there was less need for haste, but
the run over the final 242 miles was stll
good, after allowing for the speed restric-
tions between Packakariki and Plimmerton.
The train was taken up the 1 in 66 climb
from Morth Junction to Pukerua Bay at
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On a dull Sunday morning in July 1968, the 7.30 p.m. Auckland-Wellington express [train
991) crosses the causeway hetween Paremata and Porirua, about 12 miles from Wellington.

The houses of Plin

26 m.p.h., and after a severe speed restrice
tion near Paremata a pace of 56 mop.h. was
attained through Porirua, After easing for
curves, the climb to the tunnel was sur
mounted at a minimum of 37 mph. |
estimate the net time for the 24.2 miles at
about 39 minutes.

The second run in Table 3, with “Da”
1518 at the head of & 240-ton “Scenic Day-
light”, gave me the fastest time 1 have
ever experienced on this train. 1t is allowed
128 minutes for the 84.7 miles, including
allowance for a crossing with train 626 at
Longburn, and a stop at Packakariki. Be-
cause of delays caused by extensive track
reconstruction and repair work in hand
berween Waioure and Mangawcka, depar-
ture from Palmerston MNorth was 16 minutes
late. This meant, however, that the

erton can be seen in the background.

scheduled stop at  Longburn  wag  not
required, and the result was the recovery
nat only of the full 16 minutes, bul of another
five besides, to give an arrival in Wellington
practically five minutes ahead of time.
Including a siop of Imin. 19sec. at Pac-
kakariki, the 84.7 miles were covered in
just under 107 minutes. The run from
Palmerston Morth to Packakariki was the
first 1 had ever experienced in less than TO
minutes on an ordinary express train; the
average speed from start to stop being 52.53
m.p.h. As the average station-io-station
speeds indicate, this run was notable for
the sustenance of speed in the range of 53
to 60 m.p.h, over long distances. The 30
milez between pegs 82 (just north of the
Manawatu River bridge) and 52 {just south
of Manaksu), including the climb over the

s
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A special summer holiday “Scenic Daylight” express crossing the Nf)aumnga Gorge

between Nos. 1 and 2 Tunnels on the climb out of Wellington in

ccember 1967.

The locomotive: “Da’™ 1530.

Koputaroa bank, where the minimum was
47 m.p.h., occupied just 32min. 3lsec., an
average of 554 m.p.h. A similar pace was
maintained south of Waikanae, the peak
on this stretch being 59 m.p.h. for two
miles.

South of Packakariki, an excellent run
was made. On the 1 in 66 climb to Pukerua
Bay, speed recovered to 36 m.p.h. after the
speed-restricted stretch through the tunnels,
and a rousing pace was regained beyond
Paremata, through Porirua, and up the climb
through Tawa, the minimum on the 1 in
100 being 46 m.p.h. A speed restriction over
the bridge between Nos, 2 and 1 tunnels
spoiled the downhill time into the city, but
the final 15.2 miles from Plimmerton into
Wellington occupied only 20min. 3isec.,
quite as good as any run 1 have had on
this train behind the “Ew"” class straight
electrics formerly used south of Paekakariki.

The time of 35min. 48scc, from Packakariki
to Wellington has been eclipsed, apart from
on railcars, only once in my experience, and
that was a subsequent run on the same
train, in January this year, when the
Paekakariki-Wellington time was brought
down by the driver of “Da” 1422 to 34min.
34sec. Pukerua Bay was cleared in 9min.
47sec., and Plimmerton in exactly 15
minutes, the final 15.2 miles being covered
in 19min. 3dsec.

The "“Da” class diesel-electrics, with a
designed top speed of only 62 m.p.h., are
certainly turning in some excellent per-
formances in everyday service. These runs
show, too, that the day-to-day running of
express trains in New Zealand is every bit
as smart as that to be found on other large
5ft. 6in. gauge railway systems.




