Some Branch Line Reminiscences — 3

JOHN L. STICHBURY RECALLS A RIDE ON

THE TUATAPERE BRANCH IN 1951

()n Tuesday 14 March 1951 I decided to spend my first day in Southland

touring the Tuatapere branch line, and found the train in the bay platform
at the western end of Invercargill station. An “A" class Pacilic locomative,
No.407, was in charge of 30 wagons, two passenger cars and a van, and sharp
on time at 7.33 am. we weér¢ on our way.

For the first 74 miles 10 Makarewa Junc-
tion, the train uged the Lumsden line. This
section was quite suburban in nature, and
we picked up a lot of passengers. most of
whom alighted at Maokarewa. Leaving this
juncticn on time at £4 am. “A" 407
wheeled train 637 around a sharp curve to
the west, and so we left the Lumsden line.
A brizsk run followed over excellent track to
Thornbury, 18.9 miles from Invercargill and
junction for the Wairio Branch, with just
two stops (Waianiwa and Waimatuku) . The
two switch-out tablet stations of Oporo and
Wrights Bush were passed without stopping.

We took the west loop al Thorabury,
and soon the morning cavalcade of branch
trains were all in, end 1 thrilled to see this
little-krown  branch station holding three
quite long trains, all mixed. “A"™ 206 had
brought the 625 a.m. mixed from Tuatapere
for Invercargill, and “Ab" 731 was officiat-
ing on the 22-mile Wairio branch. It had
worked the 7.137 am. Wairio-Thornbury
mixed 1o connect with the Tuatapere line
trains, After much changing of crews, we
WENE ORn our way again, our next stop
being the important wwn of Riverton, 25.1
miles From Invercargill. Here we did a
lot of shunting, and 1 became the sole
passenger in the carvean that now praced
our train.

Riverton was the end of tablet working,
the balance of the branch being worked
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under “open scction” rules. The track as
fatr as Thornbury was maintained to 50
m.p.h. standards, but from Thormbury 1o
Tuatapere the limit was 40 m.p.h. for pas-
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“Ab™ 784 at Ovepuki on the Tuatapere Branch in August 1967, when the goods shed
was looking a litde the worse for wear,

sepger (rains and the usual 30 m.p.h. for
goods trains,

The rowte out of Riverton [ found
extremely pretty with its curving bridge
and embankment, and then the climb above
the estuary and out into country that was
covered with heavy bush not too many
vears earlier. Soon we were within sight of
the Foveaux Strait, through which the seas
of the Antzretic Ocean pour relentlessly.
We stopped to shunt at a ballast siding right
on the ceast, and then we passed Tihaka
before making another shunt at Colac, 7.2
miles from Riverton. Aflter this we had a
good run through some nice farmland with
ceean on one side and bush on the other
to the once-important station of Orepuki,
17.7 miles [rom Riverton (42,8 miles from
Invercargill). The four flag siations between
Colac and Orepuki were Waokapatu, Rua-
hine, Pahia. and Hirsts. There was once a
50ft. wrntable at Orepuki, which had alsa
been an officered station and terminus of
the line for some vears. The station build-
ing and watering Fzcilities remained in 1951,

but there was an aiv of much more activity
than was now evident.

Stops were made at each of the next four
staticns, Te Tumutu, Waicaka, Tewaewae,
and Te Tuo, for passengers, while the rail-
way made its way as best it could over the
undulating countryside. Thus we reached
Tuatapere, a busy station 333 miles from
Invercargill with a big yard, locomative
depot. turnteble, ete. Oul past the depot
the line disappeared on its last few miles
1o the terminus &t Orawia, but service
Levond Tuatapere was confined 1o a goods
just twice a week.

My return trip began at 1.45 pan. and
was notable for the lack of shunis en route,
a leng stop at Riverton wanting for the
scheduled departure time, and the crossings
with the evening exodus of branch-line
trains out of the city, the 4.14 pm. Lo
Tuatapere, which we crossed at Oporo, and
the 4.30 pom. 1o Kingston, met ai Makarcwa.
Our arrival time in Invercargill was 3.30
p.m.




