Page 1
The New Zealand Railway Observer
ISSN 0028-8624 Volume 63 Issues 276 to 281

New Zealand Railway and Locomotive Society Incorporated
PO Box 5134, Lambton Quay, Wellington 6145, New Zealand

Principal Contents
Further developments in Suburban Rolling StOcK ..........ccoooiiiiiiii i 6
The *Port Bowen™ RaibV@y ... ... o o imiiminiainisiosviosiebiisses sbisstsisssotssnsiiiisse 13
ThEREDITN OF T RAPA .t yo i it i iaii s - « s s i bt stiiiinsiss i chobisor st saT s vaITp AT 3P 23
Tha 1812 C0alCIBIR o v s AT - el T TUL (P EORER L 26
T T s B e S TSR e o ARSI PEEINACIRR O PAMRERE COPSPESINES S SRS SRE L -
L o s i e 7 P P e N PO U =R e e L e 62
The Photographic Legacy of JohnLe Cren..........cc.ccviiiiniininiinnieeiiioniisisisiesssens 62
Hugh Bennett's NZR Model Railway... e T TR ORI ot s Ut vy
A Bridge in Time — Bridge 1 Rapahoe Line Greymouth P AR R U b
A Bridge in Time — The Original Bridge 1 Rapahoe Line Greymouth e ]
Taumarunui to Taihape on train 229 “The Night Limited” . S T s .
KB ORIy Y SR 00, oo re st e ot ells bt e TR P oy s s e b e oo AT A dm v o wlehia 95
The Catlins Bush Fire of 1935 ..o R T e 98
Ontrack's new Yj Ballast Wagons ............ccc.ouiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimesnmnirsaassanne s ss caasnnens 114
My Life with New Zealand Railways (Bob Stuart) ..................... LW - i 119
Coal — Traffic, Prices and Charges 1895-1896 ............ccoiiiiiimimiieiiiirrre e 128
The Many Liveries of Standard Railcars ..........ccccocoiivicceiiiinninn. T e 136
Dunedin Railway Station .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiieisicciiiceee s e ecaiae e s e s e e s 150
Steam Era Rail Speeds in New Zealand.............coooiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieneee e 157
The LastOne —JA 1274.........ooovveeeiiiiiiieccieece s - S, s oy == 167
Dunedin Railway Station's 50" Birthday .........ccccccooiiuiimeireimeiemseiescesisssesseesesesaeseseenes 170
AVEIRTENIVIE .1vvriindriiins ity arat et ee eoserusexiTitssiensmensrs rss S MERL o AT Pl o ENORRS Y 177
Bruce Bay Timbers Ltd .................................................................................................... 186
Ontrack and Toll = ANOLNET YEATI ..........ccccivieiirarireerirersererereeasseseaesesieasssssesmsrassssssssssanes 191
Trains, Planes and Automobiles (and Horses and Fruit and Sheep and......) ................... 203
Bob Hamilton — Career Railwayman ...............cccoceociiiiinnninne. IR | )~ B AL 208
Research Notes
No. 129 The Port Bowen Railway (G. Carter) .........c.coviummeeriiiiiiiiiinieiiemmmsmmmiameans 13
No. 130 A "Midland” Railcar Reprise (G. McCIare) ...........ccccemveiiiiiiiiineiioiiiiiiniraniinienees 56
No. 131 A Colonial Engineman’s Story (G. McClare) ..........cccccciiiiiiiniiiiiiinimnnnicinnees 92
No. 132 Old "King™ Coal (6. MECIAm) - ..o ampiuiiiiisisssisimssssmuassussssinasssssssorsonsses 134
No. 133 NZR's Hot Water Bottles, Bags and Cans (G. McClare) .............cccocoviiiieee 193
The Best of ..
Ferrymead in 2005 Dy DL AL TUMGE L. ... ccmismmimiisimmiiaiiisases sbsasbnansdovssssmursas vasass 15
Living Treasures — Wellington's English Electric Untts ....................................... A 51
e e s R e S S SRR L oo e SRR D R o 87
e CNeTaRaer L 2 D I i SRS S R N s Smssidie s b 123
SUBRINS THITHRE .. i roitrat s fesiasiansain i A Sesisas soas Sasinss W e pe T L Lo o e 159
NIorE Bl B TTOKEL oo iinaiovartsnidans ATba - st imd S et e v ad s g ez 5 e 195
Regular Features
BOOK R ENVI OS] S om ctacissh i B e s ce s b vedure e v T e et 34,70, 106, 142, 178, 214
Down at the Station ............ B iR a0 eg; 101, 38, 173,210
From the Top of the Raurimu Splral IRRRNS | s R - S 1 7 1 I bGP > A o)
T St D Bl L DS RN R TR A Y o 31, 50, 100
D Eita s T L e B nsrrenrons e IS -, G\, 49,100, 212
R D T I B L il i ranersesnsaunsaannsshussnsspresshraresencanspls ke rive AR R OrAATEE 13, 56, 92, 134, 193

T B .. .. ieox cesnnminiesmme s ybnansnsaonnsansssasssuseanass ronarraesshetrmnts b e a ey 15, 51, 87, 123, 159, 195



INDEX
Note: Page numbers in bold type indicate an
illustration or an illustrated article.

Accidents:

Two South Island Derailments
Toll to be prosecuted in Court
Christchurch Tramway Runaway

Authors:

Bates, John
Bullock, lan 26,
Carter, Graeme
Cowan, Bill
Fitzgerald, John
Hepbum, Bob
John, Robert
King, Murray
Lowe, David
Lloyd, Bill
Merrifield, Rob
Parsons. David
Quinn, Andrew
Spencer, Alan
Stuart, Bob

Book Reviews:

Wanganui Corporation Tramways
(Ron Alexander)
World Railways of the 19" Century
(Jim Hartner)
Sounds of KB's at Work (A CD)
(Paul Markholm)
On the Trans Coastal Route
(Geoffrey Churchman)
Hutt Valley Workshops
(Arthur Quinn)
“Til the Day Breaks. The World War |
Memorial at Petone
(Gerald Davidson & Sherril McNabb)
Three Books on Surviving Passenger
Stations in the North Island -
Kawakawa to Taumaranui
Inglewood to Gisborne
Marton to Waikanae
(Sean Millar)
From Rails to Rubber
(Graeme Stewart)
Rimutaka Railway
{(Norman Cameron)
The Revival of Dubs A62
(Graeme & Moira Craw)

Branch Lines:

Cross Creek Comment
East Oxford Branch
Makaraka Branch Line
Gisborne Line

Marsden Point Rail Link

30
3
211

128
13
98
23

176

42
59
159
203
78
191
119

70

106

106

142

178
178

214

50

173
173

Page 2

Buildings
Ava Refurbishment 177
Bridges and Viaducts:

Cobden Bridge (Old & New) 76, 78, 80-83, 130
Arahura Road-Rail Bridge to be

Replaced 30
New Bridge for Matata 30
Greymouth Rail Bridge 66
Cobden Rail Bridge 102
Ontrack to replace ageing Bridges 139
New Bridge at Jacksons 140
MacKays Crossing 174
Old WMR Bridge 175
New Pedestrian Bridge at Middlemore 210
Carriages
Capital Connection (S-Carriages) 1,8
Wairarapa SW Carriages 4
Further Developments of Suburban

Rolling Stock 6
Ex Queensland XS Carriages 10
Sleeping Car— Aa 1480 converted

From a Dining Car 194
Layout Plans of —

SWS (with servery)

SWG (with luggage space)

SW (standard) 12
At Ferrymead -

4 wheel D26 22

8 wheel B231 22
B231 (interior) 36
Exterior view of Overlander

Carriage 148
Careers
Bob Hamilton — Career Railwayman 208
Bob Stuart — My Life With New Zealand

Railways 119
Celebration
Dunedin Railway Station 50™ Birthday —

Cavalcade photographs 170172
The Best of — “Just the Ticket"

9 Pages of celebration photographs 159-166
The Best of — More of “Just the

Ticket" 8 Pages of celebration

photographs 195-202
Electric Traction
Wellington’s English Electric Units 51-55
Class EF Locomatives 124,127, 144
English Electric Units 184
New Units for Wellington 173
Ontrack wants New Power Stations 211



Page 3

Financial:
Locomotive Notes and lllustrations:
Rising Fuel Prices 66
Track Access Charges 101 A 0-4-0 28, 38, 44
Good Year for Toll N.Z 138 A 4-6-2 2
Rail Access Charges 173 AB 64, 99, 110, 145, 182, 192
New Operating Contract for Wellington 210 Bagnall 0-6-0 42,44
Passengers v Freight 210 B 135
More Money Needed for Wellington 210 BB 182
Wellington Suburban Services Agreement 102 C 213,132
Ontrack and Toll — Another Year 191 D 18, 19, 162
D and DM (Electric units) 51-55 incl; 184
Freight Services DA 25,63
DBR 104, 146
Wiri Inland Port 174 DC 40, 58, 141, 146, 181
Gold Ore Traffic for Paimerston 174 DCP 40, 58, 91, 193
More Hawkes Bay Traffic 210 DE 140
Rail-Air Services 203 DFB 184
West Coast Coal Trains 30 DFT 58, 126
Taieri Gorge and Logging Traffic 65 DJ 33, 160, 162, 166
Mare Coal on Midland Line 66 DQ 94, 126
Maersk, Fonterra & Toll Traffic 101 DscC 87
Coal — Traffic, Prices and Charges in DSsJ 67
1895-1896 128-133 DX 38, 88, 94, 109, 123, 125
DXB 73, 94, 184, 192, 216
FRONZ DXH 73
DXR 108, 148
2006 FRONZ Awards 103 EF 124, 127,144
EO (Old) 15
Future Developments EW 17
F 60,74, 93
Auckland Railways 65 FA 93, 129, 132
Possible Marsden Point Line 65 G 4-6-2 63
JA 33,62, 64,110, 157, 158, 159, 161
Heritage Rail 165, 166, 167
JB 166, 168, 169, 180, 195, 198, 202
Heritage Carriages at New Home 31 K (Old) 163
Hootiville Trust Waitara 104 K 4-8-4 120,121
Brilliant Year for Taieri Gorge 175 KA 23, 84, 86
Taieri Gorge Track Upgrade Finance 175 KB 95, 96, 97
Whangaparaoa Steam Railway Opens 176 P 29
Silver Stream Celebrations 175, 213 UB 27,28
Buildings Planned for Mangaroa 175 W 17
Kawakawa Services to Resume 175 WAB 164, 165, 198, 199
Weka Pass Extension 175 WE 83, 376, 377
Weka Pass New Carriage Shed 21 WwW 72, 83,135
Heritage Park at Denniston 211
Kearnes Station Pleasant Point 89 Dunedin Station Cavalcade etc. 159, 161-163
Paekakariki Signal Box Restoration 31 165, 166, 170, 172, 196-202
Locomotive Fleet List May 2006 67,68
Industrial Railways Proposed New Locomotives 65
Women Loco Drivers 139, 211
Bruce Bay Timbers 186-189 D16 at Pleasant Paint 139
Castlecliff Industrial Line 140 Project Steam (Rebuilt P Class) 140
Piako County Tramway 140 Refurbished DX Class Locomotives 211
Locomotive Dump at Oxford 211
Letters: The Last One — JA 1274 167
“KB Country” in Oamaru 95-97
Otaki (Steam Hauled Excursions) 31
Napier Harbour Board Locomotives 32 Miscellaneous
Cross Creek Railway Station Buildings 33
Cross Creek Buildings (2 letters) 50 The 1919 Coal Crisis 26

F 24 100 Wellington Western Corridor 66



Supermarket for Wellington Station 66
Rail Trail for Westland 66
Cableways Tavern 66
Winter Conditions 101
Ontrack Industrial Action 102
Land Purchased for Rail 102
Great New Zealand Steam Journey 103
Little River Rail Trall 104

Rail Handles Largest Load in 20 Years 139
The Catlins Bush Fire of 1935 98, 99
Steam Era Rail Special in New Zealand 157
Model Railways

Hugh Bennett's Railway at Pleasant

Point 69
Obituaries
Maurice Charles Duston 49
Gerald Charles Ditchfield 100
John Bettle 212

Passenger Trains and Traffic

Steam Again on the Overlander 30
South Island Passenger Trains for sale 65
Steam on Midland Line — Canterbury 65
Overlander May Cease 101
Where to for the Overlander 138
Overlander Saved 173
Overlander News 210
Te Kuiti wants to keep Excursions 139
Possible Revival of Southerner 173
Auckland Charter Fleet 211
Taumarunui to Taihape on the “Night

Limited” 84
Railcars:
RM21 57
Standard Class 136, 137
Vulcan Railcar for Otago 103
RM&7 — Vulcan 17
RM110 - Fiat 171

Research Notes

No. 129 The "Port Bowen" Railway

(G. Carter) 13
No. 130 A Midland Railcar Reprise

(G. McClare) 56
No. 131 A Colonial Engineman's Story

(G. McClare) 92
No. 132 Old "King" Coal (G. McClare) 134
No. 133 NZR's Hot Water Bottles, Bags and

Cans (G, McClare) 193
Shipping

‘Port Bowen" at Castlecliff 13,14

Stations, Yards and Lines

Page 4

Te Rapa 24
Rewanui 2
Hokitika 2
Christchurch 64
Rolleston 90, 91
Waiuku 119
Henderson 141
Dunedin 150, 156
East Oxford 88
Upgrading of Wellington area Stations 102
New Manukau Transport Centre 139
Ohakune Station Developments 139
Dunedin Station as Tourist Mecca 140
Wiri Siding Re-opened 174
New Station for Levin 174
Stratford—Okahukura Line 210
Future of Rotorua Line 102
Further Delays for Marsden Point Line 102
Farewell to Awakeri Line 104
Napier to Gisborne Line 138
Suburban Commuter Services
Upgrading of Wellington area Stations 102
Henderson Name Change 139
Future of Johnsonville Line 140
Auckland Western Line Double

Tracking on Target 140
Double Track to Henderson 174
Johnsonville Line Secure 210
Proposed Waikato Commuter

Service Stalled 138
New Name for Auckland Service

Provider — VEOLIA Transport 30
Increased use of Auckland Rail Services 30
Increased Traffic in Auckland 173
More Auckland Services 210
Tramways
Christchurch in the Snow 87
Extension to Christchurch Tramway 174
Wellington Cable Car Revamp 211
Christchurch Tram Runaway 211
Wagons
Ontrack Wagon Yj 101, 105, 112, 114, 118



