IT was away back in February 1871 when
the first section of the 87-mile railway
from Invercargill to Kingston was com-
pleted. The first 19 miles across the fertile
and easy Southland Plains to the township
of Winton, laid to the gauge of 4 ft, 8% in,,
were opened by the Governor, Sir George
Bowen, on 6 March of that year. Four
years later, just two months before the
gauge of the first section was changed to
3 ft. 6 in. in December 1875, the next 22
miles to Caroline were completed, and by
February 1876 Lumsden and Invercargill
were connected by 50 miles of well aligned
and easily graded 3 ft. 6 in. gauge railway.
Construction did not stop there, however,
for within 24 years (that is, by 10 July 1878)
the 37 miles between Lumsden and Kingston
had been completed, and Southland pos-
sessed a main line 87 miles long right
through the middle of the province.

From a railway engineer’s point of view,
it was an easy line to build. There were no
tunnels, only a few bridges, and about as
many cuttings, though the latter were more
frequent beyond Lumsden. From this
original main line, many branch lines were
sprung, although it is debatable whether all
were really warranted. In 1951 they were
the 56-mile Tuatapere line from Makarewa
to Orawia (off which there was another
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branch to Wairio), the 13-mile Hedgehope
branch from Winton, the 37-mile Waimea
Plains branch from Lumsden to Gore, and
finally the 12-mile Mossburn branch diverg-
ing just north of Lumsden. And, beyond
Kingston, the Railways Department had
two steamships plying on Lake Wakatipu
to serve the transport needs of numerous
isolated sheep stations and small centres
around the shore,

When 1 travelled over this line in March
1951, passenger trains had long since dis-
appeared, as had all those venerable classes
of locomotives which so often associated
themselves with lines of this nature. Now,
not even a “U"” any longer came over to
Kingston, the loading of the thrice-weekly
goods trains being beyond their limit.

I left Inyercargill at 7.0 a.m. by train 629,
departing from platform 3. “Ab” 732 was
at the hecad of some 45 wagons, three
passenger cars, and a van. Passenger traffic
was heavy as far as Makarewa, where freez-
ing works attracted a considerable labour
force, but thereafter was very light. We had
a good run beyond Makarewa, Winton
being reached on time after one stop at
Lochiel. Fifteen more wagons were added
at Winton, then “U” 215 came rolling in
with the early train from Lumsden to Inver-
cargill. Tt added two cars here, and seemed
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A goods train to Kingston, headed by “Ab™ 729, rolls quictly along beside the Oreti River,
just north of the junction with the Mossburn Branch. 9 January 1958.

to have quite a good number of passengers.
At 8530 am. we were off again, passing
Lady Barkly, Lime Hills, and Ords, and
stopping to shunt at Centre Bush. Many
lime works in this arca added to the traffic,
while at this time of the year livestock
traffic was very heavy. Pukearuhe, Kauana,
and Benmore were passed prior to a long
shunt at Dipton, where incidentally refresh-
ments could be obtained close at hand.
Here we put on a wagon of stock for Fair-
light, the last station before Kingston. Two
more stations including Caroline were
passed, and Lumsden was reached 45 min-
utes late at 11.15 am.

WINTER, 1970

The train continued within an hour as a
goods train to Kingston so, after obtaining
authority to continue, I “partook of refresh-
ments” and looked over this quite remark-
able railway junction. Lumsden had so
many unusual features that I shall just
have to skim over them; it was another
railfan’s paradise! The actual junction be-
tween the Waimea Plains line and the main
line was almost right in the vard, and the
old locomotive depot was within the main-
line points to the yard, but on the opposite
side, resulting in some quite knotty working
problems. The station had both distant and
home signals, but tablet working was no
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Jonger in force between Winton and Lums-
den, although both Dipton and Centre Bush
retained signals and tablet fittings.

A triangle connection between the Wai-
mea Plains line and the main line was
provided within the home signals, so placing
the latter quite a distance from the station.
A most unusual signal at Lumsden was
one that informed the driver leaving for
the south whether the line was set for
Waimea Plains or for Invercargill. Known
(1 discovered later) as a “Ramapo Switch
Stand”, it consisted of a disc signal about
four feet high showing four faces, as it was
formed from four semicircles of wood
joined at right angles. One face was green
and the other white. Display of a round
green disc by day or a green light by night
indicated that the points were set for the
Invercargill-Kingston line. A square white
disc or a while light indicated that they
were set for the branch line to or from
Gore.

The junction for the Mossburn Branch,
about two miles along the line to Kingston,
was completely unsignalled. Known as the
Mararoa Junction Points, its working was
covered by special rules.

The method of ccaling locomotives at
Lumsden was so ancient and time-consuming
as to defy comment. It certainly involved
plenty of labour!

At the quitc large station building, the
Road Services had their office, for Lumsden
was also 2 most important junction for the
road coach services provided by the Rail-
ways Department. | was however pleased
to note on the notices displayed on the
station that when the RR passenger train
ran between Gore and Kingston the parallel
road services were cancelled. 1 was also
informed that the reason for the two rows
of rails and the standard inspection pits in
the new-looking bus garage located just
behind the locomotive shed was that it had
been planned as a railcar depot.

LEFT UPPER: A passenger train near Fair-
!:ill\;, 4_)715028 December 1954, in charge of

LEFT LOWER: A goods train from Inver-
cargill arrives at Kingston in February 1953.
The engine shed and this station building
are now gone.

Photographs: Derek Cross (above) and N.ZR.
Publicity (below),
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The above map shows the railway from
Invercargill to Kingston and associated lines
in the area. The heaviest traffic is carried on
the railway from Wairio to Invercargill
(mainly coal from the Ohai mines), between
Bluff and Invercargill, and on the main line
from Invercargill to Gore and beyond.
Passenger services are now provided only
on the main line. The Waimea Plains line
between Gore and Lumsden is expected to
be closed early in 1971,
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“Ab” 805 with the Kingston-Invercargill goods train near Garston on 29 August 1967.

Lumsden was duly left behind, with “Ab”
732 doing the round trip. We had a fully
loaded train, one of the biggest to Kingston
for a long time, I was told. Soon we were
toiling up to Lowther. After a shunt here,
and again at Five Rivers, we were able to
pass through Eyre Creek, a most abrupt
summit 1,098 fect above sea level. Then we
coasted downhill on this ecasily curved line,
through Parawa, a name with a wealth of
old mining history, as had most of this
now predominantly sheep-grazing country,
The high country was steep and very rocky,
however, and I believe it was not uncom-
mon for trains to be cancelled because of
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snow in winter, sometimes even to be
snowed in.

Athol was quite an important station in
a more fertile valley, and after a shunt
there we were off again up the long grade
through Nokomai for another shunt at
Garston. This was quite a centre for fishing
and shooting enthusiasts, but it had no
other claims of note. Up and up we
climbed, twice crossing the headwaters of
the Mataura River, shunting at Fairlight,
and crossing the last high summit before
coasting down the last two miles into
Kingston, on Lake Wakatipu.
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Photograph: N.Z. Rallways Publicity
ABOVE: A view of Lumsden station yard from the south end, showing the engine
shed, and the Waimea Plains line coming in from the right foreground.

BELOW: Typical track on the Lumsden-Kingston railway near Kingston Quarry,
84} miles from Invercargill. This view is looking towards Kingston on 3 January 1970.
Photograph: R. J, Meyer
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Kingston: a station building, a wharf,
threz or four railway houses, two of them
(like the locomotive depot) uninhabited, a
hotel, another empty house or two. That
was all. The steamer Earnslaw had awaited
our arrival, and it left soon afterwards while
we were remarshalling and performing the
usual rituals. Meanwhile I searched out the
sitec of the old turntable, still easily found,
and read the most out-of-date and amusing
notices in the station.

Tke return trip, by goods train all the
way, was simply great. We met both the
Gore and Invercargill trains at Lumsden,
causing a congestion of traffic that would
have put Frankton Junction to shame!
Arrival at Invercargill at 2 a.m, on a Sunday

morning only slightly dulled the enjoyment
of this 87-mile ride each way, the northern-
most 37 miles of which 1 define for the
sake of posterity as a “railway which passes
through nowhere and goes nowhere”!

I was amazed at the standard of the
track on the Kingston line; not a weed on
it! The reason: the line was harrowed
regularly. I was told that the Mataura River
was crossed at least eight times by five
different railways in Southland, surely a
record for any one river. My final observa-
tion arising from this delightful journey
was simply this. When planning a trip of
unknown duration, take a case with a
warm coat, drink, and food. Especially on 2
Saturday!
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