T. A. McGAVIN SURVEYS

A CENTURY OF RAILWAYS

AT AUCKLAND

Transport for a Major Metropolis

WONDER what Aucklanders of the 1870s and 1880s would think if they
could see their city now. In particular, | wonder how Frank B. Passmorc

or A. V. Macdonald, early managers of the Auckland Section of New Zealand
Railways, would react to the scale of operations today, with huge goods trains
moving thousands of tons of freight to and from the bustling, sprawling

metropolis daily.

Would they be astonished at the superiative air-conditioned

comfort of such trains as the “Silver Fern" and the “Silver Swtar™ on their
daily journeys to and from Wellington over what is now the busicst main line

in New Zealand?

A need for railway communication with
the “interfor™ was felt in the infant zertle
ment of Auckland at least by 1860, but
it was war with the Maori tribes in the
Waikato district that first stimuolated action.
Plans and estimates for o railway from
Auckland  southwards to the Waikato
River were prepared In 1863, and in 1864
the Auckland Provincisl Council passed
an Acr empowering the appointment of a
Roilway Commission for the purpose of
constructing n £100,000 railway from Auck-
lund to Drury, 22 miles. with a branch
from Penrose to Onchungs. The gouge
of the line was to be 4 ft. 8% in, with rails
weighing 56 pounds per yard.

Let us not dwell 100 Jong on this abortive
effort, Construction did indeed begin in

90

1865, but within two years nearly all the
money had bzen spent, and only a few
miles of rails had been lwid. Work came
to & virtual standstill to the accompaniment
of protracted disputes involving the pro-
vincial councillors, the engineers, and the
CONraciors,

It was pot untll the General Govern-
ment in 1870 adopted Julius Vogel's ambi.
tious immigration and public works policy
that a ray of hopc appeared. The Rail
ways Act of 1870 provided, among rail:
ways authorised to be constructed by
contract with the Governor, for a line from
Auckland to Tuakau, with a branch line
to Onchunga, at not more than £4.000 per
mile. Tt was stipulated in this Act that
reilways built under its provisions were
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locomotives lefi over from the 1865-60 beginningy

10 huve & wiith berween the ralls of 3 {1
6 in, though some exceptions were made
for oxwenstons of railways in Cunterbury,
where a gauge of 3 fr. 3 In. was In we.
The deocision to sdopt u standard gauge
of 3 fe. 6 in. was based on the recom.
mendations of Charles Fox and Sons Lid.
s London firm of consulting engincers, who
outlimed its advantages and quoted their
experience with railways of this gauge in
Canada, Norway, and clsewhere

In the cvent, contracts entered Into with
the English firm of John Brogden und Sons
on 10 August 1872 included one for 41
miles 34 chains of railway from Newmarket
o Mercer for £168824. A subsequent
contract dated 19 July 1875 with the same
firm covered the sections from Auvckland
to Newmarket, | mile 47 chains, and
from Penrose to Onchunga. 2 miles 53
chains, for £58.049. The cntire work was
to he completed by the sorine of 1878
With the comsletion of the &mile Auck.

SPRING, 1973

e W W
woathward from Awckiand s 1572, showing

From Stewar!  Coflection

and ong of the 41, Eiiln. geuge constroction

land-Onchunga section in December 1873
this bhecame the first of the socalled
‘Vogel railways” to be brought into use
It was also the first Government ratlway
opened for traffic in the North lsland. and
was the first in New Zealand 10 be worked
directly under the ruspices of the General
Covernment,

It should be noted, however, that
1wo other railways authorised by the Rail.
ways Act 1870 had been opened [or
traffic by June 1873, These were exten
sions of the 5 It. 5 In, gsuge Canterbury
Railwass and were worked by the Pro-
vincial Government, Under the provisions
of the Railwavs Act 1872, the provincially
sponsored Emile 3 (. & in. gauge Dunedin
and Port Chalmers Rallway was purchased
in April 1873 by the Geperal Government
but its operation remained in the hands
of the Provincinl Government untll the
provincial organisation was abolished in
1876.
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The first Auckland railway station was
located near Fort Britomurt, neur the inter-
section of the present Anzac Avenuc with
Beach Road, and it was from here that
Auckland’s first scheduled train departed
on ity Emile journey to Onchungs on
24 December 1873, An opening ceremony
hadd been held on 20 December, when the
first train was run over the fine, but there
seems 1o have been relatively little public
excitement about the occasion, As cun be
seen from the familiar picture, this first
scheduled train comprised the 004 saddle.
tank Jocomotive Ada (named alter the
daughter of the contractor’s local foreman
or manager, Mr Henderson, and later to
become the NZR class “F7) with a short
train of &ton, 6-wheel poassenger curs,

Meanwhile construction continued
southward from Penrose towards Mercer.

9

By 7 October 1874 the railway wis suf-
ficiently complete as far as Drury, 22 miles,
for the contractors 10 run o special excur-
sion [rom Drury 1o Auckland (and pre
sumably back again) for the convenience
of patronz of the Ellerstie Races. The
entire railway to Mercer, on the castem
bank of the Waikato River 45 miles from
Auckland, was finally completed and
opered for traffic on 20 May 1875, more
:’hnn four months shead of the contract
ate.

Extenston of the railway south of Mercer
was uuthorised in 1873, and survevors hod
located a route across the Whangamarino
Swamp and onwards to Hamilten by 1873
Much of the raifway bevond Mercer was
buile by a force of the Armed Constabulary
known us the Volunteer Engineer-Milita,
for the Government feared & rencwal of
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hostilitios by members of the Moot popu-
lation who still harboured bitter memories
of the recent wir, Trains were running
gs far south @ Newcastle, however, 74
miles, shortly afterwards renamed Ngorus-
waltia, before the end of August 1877,
and construction gangs had reached Hamil
ton (on the site of the present Frunkion)
by Christmas. The first train  reached
Hamilton on a fine summer day carly in
1878, and was welcomed by » crowd of
somse 300 people. In October 1879 u short
branch was opened from the main line
o1 Hamilton [unction to u pew Hamilton
station on the west bank of the Waikato
River, which had been crossed st Ngarus-
wahin.

The main line south was opened to Te
Awamury, 100 miles from Accklund, on
1 July 1880, but here the railhead remained
for ncarly seven years. A few miles away
was the Puniu River, the frontier bevond
which the Maori King's warrion
retreated after their last battle with the
Europcans. It was a fropticr bevond
which few white men dared o venture.

To serve the district north of Auckland,
A 16.mile “portage" rallway wss opened on
29 October 1875 from Riverhend on the
Wiabtemats Hurbour to Heleasville on an
arm of the Kaipars Horbour, To link this
isolated line with the AucklandTe Awxe
muty main stem, construction of a 22anile
rallway westward from Newmarketr was
put in hand, Opened section by section,
it war linked ot Kumeu with the Helens-
ville fine on 18 July 1881, from which date
the three miles between Kumeu nnd River
head were closed,

Thus, by July 188], the Auckland Sec
tion of New Zealand Railwayy had attained
itn  bosic shope, with railbeuads at Te
Awamutu und Helensville, and 139 route
miles of line. The nest extensions were
10 be csstward from Homilton into the
productive areas of the Walkoto districL
Construction southward from Te Awamutu
und northward from Helensville followed

Intor, but let us pause here to consider (he

character of this Auckland Section in the
decade of the 1880,

Y March 1882, after the Helensvilie
Section had been ed, equip-
ment  available included 23 Jocomotives,
82 passenger cars (all of the 6awheel or
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TABLE 1 — MILEAGE STATISTICS,
1880-1908, AUCKLAND SECTION

Route Revenus Total
Miles Train Locomotive
Yoar Open Miles Mites
| E30.E1 (53 2227 171 448
183182 13% 275784 357,527
182283 13% 04A19 399 444
|855.24 13§ BRI 444 205
|ES4-82 148 3139.20) 451,323
|B85 32 ¥ i1 %7 41 %99
158637 33 430.562 3533
|857 8% 245 175 asg 100525
188855 747 I5LE82 425,683
182930 254 340402 420 427
189091 205 338 645 402 54)
18%1.52 Fy-H 354,140 439357
18%2.5] 165 34910 420 18
165254 88 FR Ry ) 451.308
1894.95 9% 413822 01,500
189205 e 432042 EIE51D
189597 s 44 288 54340
1857-98 3 245 827 745 1R
|gGa 8% 2 £02.675 521 01%
1859-00 iz7 575,482 R K0T
1900 O 1% S4L 715 807.553
19CI-02 4 491 583 B8 240
190203 (e 141 355 968534
1903-04 374 gl487s 1078568
190408 4 64107 1,104,262
199596 393 e20272 PATE Bad
190607 393 LO13.265 1105427
190708 ERYS (183604 1A 204

d-wheel variety), 20 four-wheel brake vans,
end 325 fourawheel wagons, More details
of these will be found in the tabulated
summary. The number of cmployeces
toralled 398, who maintained train sorvices
that eccumulated 276,784 trainamiles over
the 12 months from April 1881 1o March
1882, carried 340,769 passengers. and
moved 76,116 1ons of goods. Revenue for
the year amounted to £72,127, and expen-
diture 10 £49.205,

Truin services shown in the working
timetoble dated 1 April 1882 had as their
primary components o dodly mixed train
cach way between Auckland and  Te
Awamutu, crossing st Rangirin, a mined
train from Auckland to Hamilion and back,
another from Mercer 10 Auckland and

s



TABLE 2 — TRAFFIC FIGURES,
1880-1908, AUCKLAND SECTION

Ordinary  Numberof  Tutal
Passangor Season Goods
Year Jecrreyr Tichets  Tonnage
580.284 00502 — 71,393
3210 7 J4Q, 785 — 6116
1852.2) 355,100 Erd) (IR e
{E83-54 375417 1148 106594
iERe2S 411,748 1385 131058
i858 435430 1.668 47418
i88e.87 415,898 1,73} 123902
1ERT 8 393588 1889 127887
LEBB.EY 340,305 1.580 130,059
18859-%0 351,000 | 484 135,403
18%0.9) 371,298 1819 164,381
87132 383.85¢ 2.142 10810
159291 395.144 7144 154002
1853 %4 425322 2097 167 885
19%4.95 418,738 3.626 158.740
189538 478881 £73¢ 164,527
1896.9) 382,280 7.880 182,559
189758 L12880 207 197835
1595-9% 571,158 9,144 PAE R Y2
1E99-00 T45.942 19,430 230,534
190001 $§9.545 15.15% 343,548
150102 1124710 20537 274683
50240 1,212,197 25505 Ji%88)
1303.04 125,288 16,827 351,543
190405 1,070,428 31,329 3154282
1908-06 1,213,553 11,483 444150
150607 1325374 18.587 £41,019
199700 1455 342 2703 537285

back, and five cach way between Auckland
snd Onehunga. There were a fow other
workings in the suburban arca, such
shuttle connections between Onchungs and
Penrose. On the Kaipars Bronch, three
mixed trains were scheduked daily in cach
d:lr;:don between Auckland and Helens
v .

Muximum authorised speeds were 20
mph. between Auckland and Mercer and
on the Kaipara Branch, and 25 m.p.h. south
of Mercer, except over the Ohaupo Swamp,
where a limit of 12 mph. was imposed.
These modest speed Timits, plus stops ot
proctically all stutions, ked to talrly lengihy
journey times. The 645 um, trein from
Auckland. for cxample, was pot due 1o
reach Hamilton, 85 miles, until 2 pm. It

9%

was doe to leave again ur 23 p. and (o
be back in the city at 8,50 pm.

The 830 amu train to Te Awarnum,
however, was somewhat faster, being due
w reach Hamilton Junction, 84 mikes, at
28 pm, and Te Awamuty, 100 miles, at
33 pam. The ayeruge time taken between
Auckland and Helensville was about 3
hours, the best allownnce being 2 hir. 50
min. It is ineresting 10 observe that the
625 am. from Helenaville in 1882, due
in Auckland a1t 950 a.m.. Is represented
toduy by the 643 am., due ut 834 wm,,
and with six extra stops over its 3&mile
run (26 compared with 20 in 1882),

Boetween Aucklund and Onchunga, the
standard time allowance in 1882 was 33
minuies. Stops weee made ar Newmarket
Junction, Remuern, Green Lane, Ellershie,
Penrose Junction, and Te Papopa.  All
these stations are still in exitence (although
mit the original bulldings), but through
train service between Avcklund snd Gne-
hnga began o fads away ofter the
advent of public streat transport, cspecinlly
the clectric trumy of Sepember 1903, A
relic of the Penrose.Onehunga shuttle ser-
vice connecting  with  some  mainding

suburban traine  survived, however, until

&3 late & February 1975,

Perusal of the tabulated statistics cover
ing the 28 years from 16880 o 1908, while
the Aucklind Secrion remained a self
contained entity, shows that traflic, activity,
and devclopment  genernlly  was  rather
stutic until about the middle 1890s, but in
the last ten years of the period passenger
and freight business  virtually rebled.
Extensions of rowte milcoge in the 1880s
and early [890s appear to haye sttracted
very lule additonal traffic. The initial
extensions of the main trunk southward
from Te Awamutu, for example, in 1887 o
Otorobangs and then 1o the villoge of Te
Kuitl, sttracted no more than 1wo trains
per week at first!

The railway from Feankton to Rotorus
was completed in December 184, however,
while Pacrou wes rcached from Morrins
ville through Te Aroha In December 1895,
and Thumes in Dacember 1898, It was
from this period that rallway sctivity in
the Auckland disrict began to boom.

The first “express” traln service on the
Auckland Section wos # onceaweek elfort
in the summer of 189495 from Rolorus 10
Auckland on Mondavs and back on Tues

THE NZ. RAILWAY OBSERVER



TABLE 3 — FINANCIAL RESULTS, 1880-1908,
AUCKLAND SECTION

Passenger Goody Total Total Neat
Year Revenue Ravenue Revenue  Expenditure  Revenue
3 3 3 1 £
183081 27420 11824 £9 244 980 19254
183182 33355 16.244 2127 49 203 223302
185282 32050 44 Cet 88175 $).360 27,285
186384 36683 $3470 92,153 04074 28.079
1854.65 44,738 8) 422 106 383 2085 34274
IS8 38 47 495 72438 120333 42404 37929
1886-87 48450 0283 106,733 19.505 19728
188788 45 249 L3853 111007 7057 23358
188549 40145 82759 103,539 89.730 13,209
1855:50 40,626 83,505 104138 75,760 2835
189091 A1V50 69,720 111,670 69328 42142
185192 41 958 ) 4k 113437 .45 19,75
189253 43 587 729%: 1L 88) Te.522 40439
15893.54 48 155 75347 121,003 %170 42513
182408 46515 TT.A%8 124424 25.67) ELETY
1895.96 51474 15566 130,440 37.584 42558
1§95-57 58522 81808 138727 895 43,758
1827.98 &t 184 14233 148,117 v1.293 55824
1898-5% 87313 %2108 15.47% 101,432 37957
1§9%-00 3406 s£.833 165.23% 112820 £541%
1300.01 §0.309 105,798 185,107 127553 58,154
1901.G2 Sy 8% Lisgn 214363 1359 028 153235
1502.00 103,774 112586 235347 4§ 830 E7.492
150304 148,755 154,628 273420 158 583 108,947
1504.05 125 864 172,387 0N 187947 111,085
| 505 D% 139 5%7 P54 454 154 058 200 832 132414
150807 154271 pxE R rn) 192,347 251,502 140 845
150708 178 400 2063.697 435087 2554796 140 &0)

days, A time of 8 hr, 40 min. was allowed
10 cover the 171 miles. The service became
thriceswoekly during the next four sum-
mers, and in 1899 was first retained on »
yearround boasls.  Dally running was intro-
duced In Qctober 1902 when the schedule
win resduced o0 7 hro 50 min. following
reloxation of the maximum speed over
some scctions to 40 mph. und the pro.
vision  of Westinghouse continuows alr
brekes on the trains,

Whereas in the carly 1880x nll pussenger
cers on the Auckland Section were of the
four-wheel or six-wheel varicty, bogie cars
were introduced in 1884 and were sieadily
Incressed in number. The lsst survivors of
the old cam disappzared in 1900, but
4-wheel brake vans lasted for several more

SPRING. 1973

years. Postal cars appeared on the Auck-
land Scction in 1902, and refreshment cars
in 1904, The latter were used between
Aucklond and Putaruru on the Rotorua
expresses, one in esch direction and one
spare, but from 1915 until thesr final with-
drowal at the end of July 1937 their rune
ning was confined to the Mercer-Morrins-
ville section,

As the wbulation showsy, all locomotives
on the Auckland Section prior 10 1883
were  relatively small tenk designs, the
largest belng the I0on “R™ cJass O-64T
Single Fairlie type, The first tender loco
motives at Auckland were six of the 2-60
type "I" class. cach of which tumed
the scoles at 38 toms ready for service.
“Big power™ lollowed two vears later In

97






TABLE 4 — PASSENGER CARS AND VANS ON THE AUCKLAND SECTION,

1880-1908
A A A Total A ’ r tond

Clame 0 [ L) It Comp. Ind Refrmk  Cars  Poatsl dowheel Bogie Vam

1 880.4) bl i - -~ - - — 50 — 2 — 12 1380.8)
186182 17 i - - —_— - — 62 - n - 0 188182
1§82-83 12 0 - - - - - 62 — 2 — 1] 185251
1853.54 1 30 _ - - - - 62 - 0 — 20 188384
1884-83 12 b - - 12 2 - % - 2% - 2% 1334.58
I1BE3-RS n 2% - - |4 ) — 7 - % — 26 1835-86
ETS 12 b - I 13 ¥ - § - 30 — in 188487
15578 27 23 - 2 1?7 B 5 - 0 - 0 1887-88
188242 24 7 i | 5§ E — n — i0 2 »n 188689
18§9-50 0 18 : 2 23 3 - 72 — 10 3 32 1885-70
1590.9| 16 13 ‘4 P z 8 - 0 — 2 5 i1 1903
18%1.92 & 13 4 2 27 4 - n - 26 s u 187192
199293 12 12 4 2 ri) E — (33 — 2 § w0 1§72-73
1R92-04 " " ‘ ‘ 2% 7 - 60 — 22 f n 189094
189495 0 ¢ 5 2 i0 g - &5 - 2 g % 185428
189538 10 s 3 ‘ 30 10 - &8 — 2 L] 25 189554
189497 1 ? : “ 12 12 - &6 — e 10 2% 189497
159195 L) & [ 1 4+ i 14 - 3] s 1% (0 3% 189798
199899 5 & 3 4 s 20 — 7% — 17 i2 1% 189099
1599-00 $ [ 5 z “w 2 — £ - 1" 11 2 1899.00
1900.01 - - H L 0 4 - 3] - ie 4 3 | 90001
1901.02 5 3 55 s - °5 - s N b3 1901.07
199207 - - (3] 10 L} 27 - ) |4 23 ) 1590253
1907.04 - - 13 13 a3 s — 123 3 4 70 2} 19010«
1590405 - - b 13 a8 0 | 137 3 52 13 &L 150408
190506 - - 1 13 a5 “ ) 40 3 ”? 37 4y 150508
1998.07 . -— 1 12 T4 2% ] ISt | 12 44 33 1904.07
150708 - - 5 13 Ts < 3 150 3 £ &0 133 180768

LElT, unm An ll-m LY clan 240 tank

tngles Mm In ll" '..htn
of lh four 4 the Soction  wiih fll
rvh~ “u n«- the old-wtyle catile gk
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the shape of three 3i-on 280 wpe P
closs locomotives for heavy goods ser
vice, During the 1890¢ a start was made
on conversion of some “F" 0640 saddles
tank locomotives, first w0 “Fa" class side-
tank locomotives and then 10 the “Fb"
class 06-2 type; mnd the four "L" class
2407 locomotives. first to the “La" cluss
4407 and ulimately 10 the 442T tpe.
RBut there was no major change in the
motive power situation st Auckland until
the tum of the century. In response 10 the
rapidly iocr:mmq waffic demand ot this
period, four “N" class 2462 locomotives,
three "Q" class 462 locomotives (later
six), and two "Wd" class 2647 locomo
tives — all from the Baldwin Locomotive
Works — were allocated to Auckland in
1901. Seven years loter, when the Auck-

9
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Apckland's mnr:lny wsilan near ibe {001 of Queen Sweet way opened fur Business oo

30 November |

lund section was merged into the North
Idond aystem, the first two “A" class
4cvlinder compound locomotives were at
work, together with seven “WI(" class 2647
Jocomotives, and the Jocomotive siud on
the Section had risen in number o 37,

As on most other sections of railway
in New Zealand in the 19th century, most
goods wagons were of timber construction,
light weight, clementary design, and
retatively small capacity. At first all were
of the 4wheel type umdl were restricted
to an allup weight of not more than about
15 tons, less if possible even when fully
tnden. Henoe the highside open und low:
side open type of wagon, classes “L" and
“M" respectively, were most numerous. A
number of “N7 cluss fatop wagons for
timber, “O" cluss co0l hopper  wagons,
“K" class covered (or box) wagons, “G"
¢lass horseboxes, “H" class cattle trucks.
und “I" class doubledeck sheep wngons
rounded out the fleet,

Bogic wagons first aopeored on  the
Auckland Section in the form of the “R"
cluss  highside open  (1885). T class

100

cantde (1889), “S" cluss shoep (1842), apd
"UY class Natwop (1837). These were
not introduced for the parpose of running
fuster trains, but rather with a view 10
obtaining higher capoacity In one vehicle
within the axle loading limilations imposed.
It was not until track ond structures were
improved for carrying heavier loads that
wagon designs could follow sult, and it
was 1902 before the 12400 capacity “La”
wagon appeared on the Aucklund Sectiva
They were followed two years laier by
the 25ton ¢apocity “Ub" class flat-top
bogic wagons.

The number of goods wagons on the
Auckland Scction reached 836 by 1887,
but then remained more or less static for
ten vears. Wagon building became more
vigorous in the late 1890s with the result
that wagon stock rcached 1085 by March
1900 and 2.141 by March 1908,

Trefiic was now booming. with con.
sequent beavy pressure on station {acilities
and equipment gencrally, Auckland station
received (he first mechanical interlockine
on the Section In 1903, followed closcly by

THE N.Z. RAILWAY OBSERVER



TABLE 5 — LOCOMOTIVES ON THE AUCKLAND SECTION, 1880-1908

Claw A B C D F Fa L La R WaWdWi J K N P Q Tota
|880.8) ~ | = B = f e Y e S = e = X
182182 —_ | | I 14 - 4 = J - = - — - — = 23
1832-53 - | | gl I8 o= . 4l — Y e i el =, tew N
1831 84 - | I B - o P et e Drems el ee i 44
138435 - ! | I 12 — 4 — ] — — = § — — - - N
IEE6.E5 —_— { I - % — ] - — —= & = — ] = R
SR = 1 L X I = = N e o= e Jrem e, Yoem 3
IEET.34 = Il Yk P = K = NYamram = P N i ¥
1888.8¢ P [ [ A T R e, T I — W
1889.90 - | | I 17— 4 — ) — — — § — — I = 3¢
1290.9) o smtmsi h JJ = ®irm VY eres =) Sires b Fites 3
1891-92 —_ = = 4 | 4 - 3 = - — $ — = } == W
1572.9) - w— e 1 1y 2 4 = ) - - - - = F -
185354 —_— - - 1 13 2 2 7 3 = = = bt - - i - N
1894.55 —— - LI S R S S e = e e
129594 I - LA S B S B Bt e e |
189657 —_ - — — 1 1 22 3 - - — % - — F == }
1897.52 b o= - - 12 Y 2 2 3 “- —— = = F — 77
189835 | = = = 12 3 2 3 I = e e o= - 4~ I
157900 b ow— = - 12 4 ] -3 fo— = §F - — & - 32
1200.01 b o= - e )] e 4 ) ' = o | e S | |
1901.02 ) = = — 3 ¢ — & 3 I, R = P 9% T &
1902.0) J— - 13 @ 4 ) I 2 — & 2 4 & 3 45
503,08 |l — — — i3 4 & — | I 3 = %2 4 4 Al
1530408 e e . I R | | s 2 ¥ FT 4 4 F S
190508 _ — = — 17 4 A - f r 35 2 3 44 A M
190607 — — —— 1] 4 4 - | | 2 5 7 ¢ & § 8
120208 2 = = = 13 ¢ 4 - i 3 vy ¥} X2 %% & ¥

similar  installstions wt Newmarket and  between Ombohu and Mercer, The object

Penrose in 1904, The electric tablet system
of block working was introduced between
Auckland and Onchunga, Penrose and
Mercer, also between Newmorket and Hen-
derson, in 1904, and this odd (o safe work:
ing was thercafter steadily oxwended on
the busier lincs.

Duplication of the railway  betwesn
Aucklond and Penrose wus put in hand In
1906 and completed in 1909, except for a
shorr section through the Pamell Tunncl,
but the new doubledine tunnel was opencd
on | June 1915 Completion in 1909 ol
the main trunk railway linking the Auck-
land Section with the southern half of the
North Island pdded 2 further hoost 10
business, ond in 1911 preparations were
made for @ major programme of virtually
reboilding Inege sections of the rmailway

SPRING. 1973

here was to redoce the ruling gradient
from 1 in 40 to 1 in 100,

This grade ecasement progrumme  wus
undertoken In stoges — i1 involved the
recomtruction of scveral stotion yards as
well = numerous  deviations  berween
sturions — and was virteally complete by
1917, 1t s difficult to realise todsy that
the climb to Manurewa from the south
was originally | in 58, that the Karaka
bank sgriost southbound trains between
Drury and Pacratn once included nearly
# mile at ! In 45, or that northbound
tralns clmbing t0 Buckland from Tuakau
had 10 drag themschves up » 1 in 40
gradient. Northbound trainx sturting out
of Mercer faced o short steetch ut 1 in 39

(Continued on p. 105)
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TABLE 6 — GOODS WAGONS ON THE AUCKLAND

SECTION, 1880-1908

Class . . . & H J K L L M Ma N O P X Xa W Y R Rb S T U Ub Total
1880-81 I0 42 24 35 123 — B84 — 28 50 | - = = — - —_ = = = - 397
1881-82 9@ 77 12 37 133 — 124 — 52 80 Il —_- - = - = = = = - - 525
1862-83 67 12 37 1713 — 124 — 52 80 |l —_ = = = = = — - - - 557
1883-84 13 &7 27 37 203 — 140 — 74 80 | - — — - —_— — - —_— — - 642
18B4-85 13 83 27 37 233 — 185 — 74 80 | — —= = = = - - - - 733
1865-86 I3 81 27 35 228 — 185 — 77 80 I - — 3 - 5 — —_— — 735
1886-87 I7 78 37 45 261 — 173 — Bl 80 |l - — 3 - 80 - - —_— — — 856
1887-88 17 78 37 45 261 — 173 — Bl 80 | —_— = 3 — 54 - - - - - 830
1888-89 17 76 37 45 261 — 177 — Bl 80 | - - 3 — 54 — — I - — 833
1889-90 17 76 37 45 283 — 177 — Bl 80 | - 3 - M — — 6 — — 830
1890-91 17 75 37 47 253 — 177 — Bl 80 | — I3 — 4 — — 6 — = 831

1891-92 I7 75 37 40 253 — 1717 — Bl 80 I — — 3 — 54 — — b6 — — 824
1892-93 17 75 37 42 314 — 100 — 8I 80 | 7 — 3 — 47 — & 6 — = 816
1893-94 17 55 49 48 324 — 94 — 73 80 | g — 3 — 46 — b b - - 81l

1894-95 17 55 49 48 346 — 122 — 73 80 | 9 — 3 — 4 — b 6 — — 861

1895.96 I7 55 49 42 346 — 110 — 73 80 | 4 — 3 — 4 — b b6 — — 848
1896-97 17 55 49 52 377 — 99 — &5 80 | 14 — 5§ — 51 = b 65 — — 877
189798 17 55 49 5 399 — 719 — 65 80 14 — S 20 51 — & 6 10 — 209
1898-99 17 55 49 52 4683 — 59 — 75 80 33 14 — 8 40 51 — b 6 18§ — 1024
1899.00 17 55 49 52 546 — 59 — 75 80 —_ 24 — 8 40 51 — b 6 16 — 1084
1900.01 I7 55 49 62 627 — 58 — 75 - — 30 — Il 40 bl — b 6 16 — 1159
1901-02 20 65 64 68 632 — 63 — b5 — — 30 — 12 40 61 — 8 8 15 — 1561

1902-03 20 65 64 69 633 125 3 — 0 — — 55 — 27 40 53 — 8 8§ 25 — 1325
1903-04 23 65 84 69 653 125 63 — 70 - — 5 — 27 40 58 - 8 8 45 — 1393
1904-05 23 70 84 71 728 125 463 — 80 40 — &7 — 27 A0 68 — 8 8 45 5 1552
1905-06 28 75 84 81 728 125 88 — BO 40 — 42 33 37 40 468 10 8 8 45 16 1636
1906-07 28 85 84 91 778 200 88 S50 80 40 42 33 47 40 &8 20 8 8 &5 26 1881

1907.08 280 %0 114 9 933 200 88 50 102 50 — 42 33 47 40 90 20 8 8 b6 4l 2141
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(Continued from p. 101}

approaching Pokeno and finished the climb
10 Whangaraia a1 | In 47, These incling.
ticns cﬂccthrc}y held the goods-train load
for an "A" cluss 4dcylinder compound
locomotive (the "big power" of the time)
down to 275 tons. When the grade cuse-
ments were completed, this load was
prompely ingreased 10 300 toms between
Otahuhu and Mercer.

lN 1914 an ambltious programme of redl-
way improvements throughoul the
country was included in a special report
by the new General Manager, Mr E H
Hiley. It included provision for duplication
of the finc between Penrose and Papakura,
Ohinewal-Huntly, and Horotio-Frankion;
new Auckland passenger station on & sile
on Beach Road opposite Eden Street; a
new goods yard and “engine depot” on
land reclaimed from Mechanic's Bay; and &
new rallway vis Orakel 10 Westfield to give
u more casdly graded but longer outhet
from the city centre

The accommodation at the existing pus-
senger station was deseribed o “already
overtaxed”,  Sufficient sccommodation for
the fuiure could not be provided on the
present site owing to iis cramped position,
being boanded on clther side by Customs
and Quay Streets, by the post office a
the wett end, and by Breakwater Rosd a
the cast end, The platforms were described
& 100 short, and to lengthen them would
catnil the closing of Breakwater Rood. an
“undesirable proceeding.” Nevertheless the
outbreak of war in Furope just a4 the
report waa completed effectively stopped
any substantial progress for some time.
Only the new locomotive depor was put
in hand immediately; this was completed
about 1916 or 1917,

It was 1924 before snother major pro-
gramme of new works was produced,
embodying somewhat similar proposals,
thongh In somewhat modified form, The
Minister of Railways, Hon. 1. G. Coates.
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now commented that the intention had
peen to0 complete the works In five yeurs,
but “the intervention of the war

that impossible, and for the past fen

its operations, entailing
tive million additional psssengers and one
million sdditional tons of goods per annum,
with lacilities that were copsidered 10 be
inadequate for dealing with the rraflic
which was handled in 1914."

Whereas In 1914 Mr Hiley had remarked
that “at some fulure period when 1he
wraffic north of Auckland increascs suf
ficiently 1o justify the cxpense it will be
desirable 10 extend the Main Trunk linc
straight through Auckland Station, carrying
the Hne westward over Queen Street und
through tthe suburb of Poasonby, and
joining the present railwoy o Keipara ot
cither New Lynn or Kumeun,” in 1924 the
programme outlined by Mr Coatss mode
spocific provision for extension of the
railway through the new station westward
in runnel under the city to Momingside on
the line to the north. This Auvckland:
Morningside  deviation wa: progrommed
10 be comstructed sfter the now station
was finished.

In the event, the railwoy hetween Pen-
rose and Papakurs was duplicated in stages
between 1926 and 1931 the Horotiv
Frankton duplication was completed n
1929; the lock-and-block system of sufe
working on the double line between Auck-
lund and Penrcse was replaced bv auto-
matic colourlight signalling in 1923, the
new syptem being extended southward
stage by siage 10 reach Frankton Junction
by 1930; and a contract for erection of
the new Aucklund passenger station was
let 10 J. T. Julian and Son Limited in
1928 under the supervision of the nrchircets,
Messrs Gummer and Ford, The Auckland-
Westfield doubleline deviation was com.
pleted und brought into full use when
the new station was opened in November
19350, New goods sheds and a goods yard
were brooght Into use about the same
time.

Another makor development of the 1920
wias  the establishment of new car and
wagon workshops ot Otshuhu in place of
the older workshops that hod been
developed at Newmarket over the yeam,

(Continwed on p. 110}
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CLIMEBING THE PARNELL BANKX
the Avcklesd-Rotorus cxpeesy climblog sowmds (he

ABOVE: An “N" <lass J&2 locomotive with
Paene¥ Tuone! im the corly 19004

DELOW: Nesely 20 yeary hwr,
same plece with the same (rain

RIGHT, An '""AR'" clam Pwific
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clans oylindcr compound W én dn EbOut Ihe
Phunogrsat: W. W, Mgwent

he Pamell Tunssl with e Rotorva Espron b

1925 (wel, while below 1he mew “"Rotocrua Limired' of 1950, complese with obsinvation &,
I sese anorieg the tunmw! o8 iy way 10 the Thermal Wonderland,

Photogreede. W W Stewan
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BALDWINS AT AUCKLAND

ABOVE: A "'Wd" cdam 264 ueh Jocomothve of 1091, NZR Noo 339, photogrepbed
ot Auckiand In 1950 wden I was sesr retiremest

:II;!,.O\M Class “Ax'"" Pacills No, #49 hes oo ctal durimg 3 shll 10 Aochised in
v

Photogreo®s A, H Resmenu
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SCENES FROM THE 1940s

ABDVE: Clos “K™ &84 No. 911 pulls » sovehbound frelght slowly owt of the
Avcklsod goods yard

BELOW: While “"Ww' 380 draws can from the yard, ""K'" 00 Meaves Auckiand
Stutlon's platform | with » shoot  passcoger  train,
Phonographs counesy N.Z. Raliways
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‘they formed port of a4 major reorganisa
tion of worksnops througnout the system
adopted in 1923, The pew Hurt Work.
shops (ncar Wellington), primarily for the
construction and overhaul of locomotives.
and the new Omhuhu Waorkshops 1or the
construction and overhaul of cars and
wegons were both brought inlo use early
in 1929,

Meanwhile, betweent 1910 and 1920,
Auckland saw the introduction ol new
“Wg" and “Ww" 404 1ype ok Jocos
motives, and new “Bb" class 480 loco-
motives from 1915, Some of the impressive
BaMiwin 462 locomotives of the NZR
- “Aa" clasy appeared ot Aucklund in 1915,
o be followed two years later by the
first of NZR's own “Ah"™ class 2cylinder
simple superhested locomotives in  that
district, A tank version of this design, the
“Ws" class 4647 No, 686, intended for
smutt  suburban  passenger dutles, also
uppeared about this time, both types being
multiplicd during the 1920s.

Gradual accelerntion of passenger train
setvices between 1309 and 1924 culminated
in the introduction of “Limited” eoxpress
trains between Auckland und Wellington
in December of the latter year. These
trulns were allowed only 14} hours for
the 426-mile overnight journey. 4  good
three hours quicker than the ordinary
cxpresses — which continued 1o run,
Maximum authorised speeds were raised
carly In 1925 from 45 10 50 mph, on u
few suitable scctions of line. and in
November of that year a "Dayligh
Limited™ was introduced. leaving Auck-
fand at 7.33 a.m, cvery weskday, The doy-
time tralns attrocted relatively lttde custom
in the winter months, ond ultimately
degenernted into & Christmas and Easter
holiday rerviee,  This is understandable
because the train from Auckland was not
due into Wellington wntil 1110 pm. It
was & long day, and customers had 10 be
keen and determined,

Slesping cars had first appeared on the
Auckland-Wellington  expresses in 1909,
snd in the later 19205 a mew design of
steel.panelled sleeping car, described as
“deo luxe"”, was introduced on the overnight
“Limited” service, The decnde culminated
with the introduction in May 1930 of the
“Rotorun Limited™ service. replacing the

110

former express, This new service was
covered by (wo trains, which were the
first in New Zealand to be distinguished
by modem, steckpanclied coaches  with
enclosed emirance. vestibules throughout.
An obscrvation car with wide windows
and lounge chairs was o feature of each
train, hut the kea did nol “catch on”, and
lack of patronage led to thelr withdeawsl
after u few months, The trains themselves
remained & popular mode of truvel between
Auckland and Rotorua for n long time.
Although the coungsy title of “Limited”
was dropped ufter a few years, the trains
were npot replaced by raikcars until Feb-
ruary 1959,

Electric lighting in mainline carriages,
and powerful clectric beadlighss on maine
line locomotives, were adopted @3 stundard
practice in the Iate 19205, andd between
1931 und 1934 the Otahuhu Workshops
rurned out a large number of sieel-panclicd
passenger cars on roller-bearing bogies for
the main trunk expresses. The "C" closs
shunting locomotives appeared in 1930:31,
and the massive "K" class 4848 revolu:
tionised the maindine motive power scene
from 1952 10 1936; but these developments
were about the only evidence of progress
in the depression years of the carly 1950s.
All thoughts of major expenditure on new
works at this time were put aside, including
the Auckland - Morningside  devintion
scheme, which cven yet: has not seen the
light of day,

It was nor really uniil the clection of &
new government in 1935 und the adoption
of new linancial policies that major railway
development works were resumed. Between
1957 and 1959 the rwilway voritbward from
Horotiu was duplicated through Huntly
1o Ohinewal (except across the Waikato
River c1 Ngaruawahis), and in 1939 sl
double-line working was extended south
ward from Popakura to Paerata, A starnt
wos made on earthworks for a railway
from Pokeno across country 1o Pacroa.
designed o0 shorten the rail haul between
Auckland and the Bay of Plemy, but it
was not Jong before the outbreak of the
Second World War in September 1939
lmmpond u stoppage on this and many other
w

Between 1938 and 1943, Mr. the
workshops turned out the 36 ft. passenger
cars that became familiar on Our express

THE N.Z RAILWAY OBSERVER



The sreamlisned™ Moustila Spe  locomuotives
pod early N0 were Stingiive

Here, on § May 197, "

This was a passcnger Irain as far e Helermaville,

irains  {for  many The firstclass
versiens Of thes series [edlured the innov
tion of fourposition adjusteble rechining
sents, and bot ond cold water in the wash-
rooms he sear 1940 suw an Influx of
“streamstyled™ 4482 locomotives, the €
on 1Y class, o the Auckland disricr,
a welcome advent ot a time of rapid trallic
growth

Whereos in 1929 the
handlicd ot stations in the
politan  region  between Hendenson  and
apnkura had reached 631000 1o out
ward ond 635000 Inward (morc than
double the 1908 figures), by 1939 (onnage
had reached £85.000 cutward and 820000

YCurn

ionnaes ol s -_\'\L

Aockinnd metro
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thas  arrived
Auchland rallwany
1205 ordsses the Parnell bridge with the 4.5 pm

fessures of (he

Photorenh: W. W, Swwart

froon  Nonth  Reitlsh  lale o 19N
wene durlng 1he next decads,
trwin e Whangares,
ihercaleer » mixcd.

the numbers of live-
{reezing works in

In addition
received at the

ward
stock

the South Auckland arco and sccounted
for by Penrose snd Ombubu stations hod

risen {rom 832,000 to 1288000 sheep and
pigs (mainly sheep) and from 144000 1w
302000 cattle und calves. The passenger
business. however, remwined  relatively
static under the impoct of the private cur
and extension of bus services |oureys
represented by ordinary  tickets sold in
the metropolitan reglon were 1,049000 in
192930 and | OB7000 in 1935930 The
number of scason tickess sold in the region
indeed fell from 205,000 o 168000, reflect
ing the relutive inconveniense of the new

Il



ANOVE:

A Slaon "WeT ddass 464 ok locomotive

roocoarapts W, W, Strwan

A npe wed on & wide rege o

Sutits at Amckisnd and chewbere from shoul 1915 1o 1950.

RIGHT, UPPER: Tiw 540 am. Auchland-Opua cxpres of the
2 and asslsted by & “Ww' a1 the rear, climbe the stegp Parmell Baok out of

claws
Awmckiund up v Newmarke!.

RIGHT, LOWER: From 19% the
0 Okaibau

Opus  exprom
Insiead. Here w pair climh ide Parnci

Auckland
shoppers.

Wartime conditions, however, had thelr
elfoct.  Within only four yeary, in 134344,
the annual pessenger returme for the region
reached o peak of 2576000 journeys on
ordinnry tickets and a sale of more thun
232000 seasam tickets, The tremendoes
lond thrust on the raillway system a1 this
time used up resources rapidly, and by
carly 1944 reserves of coal had dwindled
10 such un extent that truin services had
0 be aseverely curtailed. The "Night
Limited™ oo the maln trunk ran on only
Monday and Friday nighty, and provincial
cexpresses were <cut from six. 10 three
days a week., For o time indeed It was
pecessary 10 obtain permits 0 travel by
rail.

After the war, large quantities of coal
wers imported at high cost from North
America and Indin to supplement local
supplics, and beginning in 1946 a pro-
gramme of converting maindine locomotives

staticat for city workers and

112

1N, Beaded ¥ » M7

(W. W, Stewar)

ws laced by didsel rallcars, whish man
Mank.

IN.Z. Rallwiys Publicicy photograph)

o burn fuel oll nstead of coal was put
in hand. The big “K" und "Ka" closs
locomotives were dealt with first, [ollowed
later by 12 aof the “)" class locomotives
These 12 were reclassificd "10™ and used
mainly mn the Auockland district.  Sixteen
“Iu™ class locomatives built new In Scot-
land in 1951 were oildfired [rom the start,
and most of these were based In Auckland
to help cope with the incressing goods
trafiic, which by 124850 had reached
1002000 oms Inward t0 the Henderson
Papakurs srea and 932000 tons outward,
Livestock received in the Penrose-Otahuhu
wren had reached 1,548,000 sheep and pigs
snd 493000 cattle and calves

The major waterfront and c¢oalminers’
strike In 1931 resulied In further cuts 1o
train services, provincial oxpresses being
reduced 10 only two days a week. The
sitvation at  this  time encvuraged  the
greater use of air services, road services

(Continued on p. 117}
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ABOVE: A buay scens In the Auchlaed goods yard o the 1950«

DELOW, The marshalling yard st Wesfiedd win opened In lanusry 1962 o the peincipsl
1wratinal for goods rales svivieg In and leaving the Auckiend metropolitan regiom,

Photograptn: N.Z. Rallways Pubiscin
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(Continued from p. 112}

and private cars. Even after fuel supply
problems had been overcome, stafi shoet-
ages were blamed for inability 10 restore
narmal passenger train Rrvices.  Only
the maln trunk services between Auckland
and Wellington came back to0 any sem-
blance of normality.

ROM 1949 for some yoars there was

serious investigation of the possibility
of clectrifying the Nosth Island main trunk
rallway throughout, und ihe Auckland
suburban  railway system, but all  the
schemes of this period came to nought.
In November 1932 some of the first diesel
electric locomotives in New Zealand, the
51-on “De™ class, were ullocated 10 Auck-
Iand 10 tun an improved suburban train
service, which was ipsugurated with
certain amoun: of fanfare, and in 1955 the
Aucklund authoritics opted for an urban
motorway em 10 (ake precedence over
suburban railway extcnsion and electrifica-
tion.

Meanwhile, the first heavy.daty diesel
electric locomotives, the 108.con D™ class,
had been ordered from Eoplish Electric
for main trunk service. They arrived in
1954 and were put to work on sceelerated
through goods trains between Auckland
and Wellington, A few months later on
urgent order went to General Motors in
the United Stutes and Canada for 30
general-purpose 1425 hop.  dicselelectric
locomatives for service in the North Island.
These arrived a1 Auckland in the lotter
months of 1955 and became NZR's “Da"
class, ultimately, by 1987, 10 number 146
locomotives.

The changeover from steam 10 diesel
traction had now begun in carncst. but
although diesel shunting Jocomotives had
been  Imported in considernble  numbers
between 1949 and 1936, Tew of these were
seen ot Auckland, [t was not until 1959,
when the double-ended “Dsc" class Joco-
motives of 420 h.p. arrived, that yard
shunting at Acckland becume almost fully
dieszlised. A new diosel locomotive and
rallcar  servicing depot @t Parnell  was
brought into use in 1956,

It was in September 1356 that the first
diesel raflcar to be allocated 10 Auckland
arrived in the city. and the first batch of
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these B8seut 420 hp articulated wine
conch vehicles to be based here were put
10 work onm new daily services between
Auckland, Whangarel and Okathau, replac-
ing the former thriceweekly Auvckland-
Opun oxpresses from 12 November, and
on a duily service between Auckland wnd
New Plymouth, replacing the former thrice-
weekly overnight expresses, albeit on new
schedules that, because of Tocal traffic con-
siderations. were not perticularly atiroctive
10 through passengoery,

By 1959 twelve of these 60 m.p.h. railcars
were  ollocuted 10 Aucklond, oand on
9 February of that year the last regularly
scheduled provinclal express trains in New
Zealand, the twive-a-week expresses on
the  AuckiandRotorun  and  Auckland-
Tapcatun runs, were repluced by dally
raflcar services. We say daily, but here it
was curious that no service was provided
on Sawurdays, though there were popular
Friday and Sunday evening schedules. On
the Taneatua line, the new milcar service
was terminated ot Te Puke. s road service
connection being provided east of that
point,

These railcar fervices cut ruil journey
time between Auckland and otorua from
6 hours 10 3§ hours; while Tuurangs was
reached from Auckland in 3% instead of
61 hours. The faster joummey times and
much improved frequency of service cer-
tainly proved @ shot in the arm for pas-
senger business in the Auckland dixtrict
for a few years, but romd scrvices on up-
graded and much more direct highways
tended 10 grow In popularity, not o men-
llo; the gﬁ:‘m car,

y 19 was becoming necessury to
consider replacing the engines and trans
mission  equipment in these railcars, but
they were now  attrocting good loadings
only st holiday periods and it was sssessed
that railcar services as a whole throughowt
New Zealand were costing £300,000 o
year more (0 maintain than they were
carming. It was therefore decided 1o phase
out these railcars from service where pos-
sible in favour of i road services.
Following the withdrawnl in April 1967 of
railcars from any suburban services they
covered between main-line runs, all services
on the North Auckland line were dis-
continued from 31 July 1967 and the
Auckland-Te Puke services man for the
last time on Sunday 10 September. The
Auckland-Rotorun ratlcar service was can-

nr
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The oplest 713 pooa. Avckland-Wellingrom “‘Night Limised™ of the 1950 wa headed &y an
oll-fired ““la" chass 452 of Noeth Nritish manufacture. This ws Neo 1280 ot (ihe hiad of »
130008 400100 10ad just afser Joaving Auchland stathon

celied in November 1968, but the Auckland:  ney in 12 hr, 45 min., the new services

New Plymouth run survived until Ociober
1971, when the Auwckland Taumarunul
sepment was discontinued,

On the main trunk line, the
Limited”™ expresses had been restored to
normal frequency im November 1948, and
in October 1949 trial "Daylight Limiteds™
were run between Auckland and Welling-
ton on sccelerated schedules. These trains
therealter made n number of runs between
Christmas and the end of Junuary cach
summer, being sometimes hauled by the
1,500 hop. “Df" class dieselelectric loco
motives over parts of the jourmes from
1955 oawards. Dicsel haplage did not
become normal proctice on this service
until December 1960, when sweptup ver
sions of the tralns, beaded by “Da" class
dieselelectrics throughout, were introduced
under the pew tithke of “Scenle Dayhight”
Cutting another hour off the mn from
Auckland o Weilingron, 10 make the jour

"Night
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were arranged 0 run each Saturday and
Monday from I7 December 1960 10 0
january 1961,

Ihe 317-scot "Scenic Davight:™ remained
a feature of the summer hboliday train
scrvice for more than ten years, though
graduaily the number of runs made cach
scosonn was whirtled down, In October
1968, however, an upgraded vemsion of
articulated  ralicar  inaugurated w  new
thricc-weekly daytime service all the year
round between Auckland and Welington,
covering the 423 miles in only 10 Iy
50 min., Fited ocut with carpers, facilitics
for serving light refreshments on board
and a2 public address system, the railcars
used on this service soon became known
ns the "Blue Sireaks™, Indeed, they became
s0 popular that in December 1972 they
were replaced by new  alrconditioned
dieselelectric  twincoach  milcars  with
stainless-stee]l bodies and greater capacity

e



These “Silver Fern™ rmilcars, us they arc
called, with thelr designed top speed of
75 mph. (120 km/hr), graphically illus-
trate the progress made in the hondred
yours since the little locometive Ada chufied
over the cight miles from Auckland 1w
Onchunga with My short train of 6-wheel
carriages.

From November 1948 1the overnight
expresses between Auckland and Welling-
1on cominued on their appointed ways,
except for most of 1951 when the “Night
Limited"” wes curmailed in frequency s &
result of coal shortzge arising from the
miners” strike. Steam locomotives remainsd
supreme on these traime until April 1963
when  steam-generator vans  were  made
available for the “Night Limited"” cxprosses
cnubling "Da” cluss  diesebelectric  loco-
motives to ke over thess services, The
| ng schedule allowing 141 hours
from Avckland to Wellington was at last
cut 1o 13 hr. 3% min. (from 730 pm. to
905 am.).

Dicsel troction onm the ordin main
frunk express trains followed in February
1965, after which date the use of stcam
locomaotives a1 Aucklund dwindled rapidiy.
The 1965 changeover cut the Aucklond-
Wellington Rurncy time by 45 minutss to
14 hr. 25 min., at which it will remain
until the service is upgraded 1o become the
“Northerner” with a dining car 1owards the
end of 1974. Meanwhile, in September
1971, the “Night Limited” was replaced
by the sir<conditioned stainlessseeel all
sleeper “Sliver Star”, with a further cut of
an hour in the journey thme to 12 hr,
30 min. (now § pm, o 830 am), The
“Silver St1ar™ by night and the “Silver
Fern™ by day illustrate the high stundord
of service sought by New Zealand Railways
in the 1970s.

An overnight express goods train ser
vice in 184 hoors was introduced between
Auckland and Wellington in 1941, leaving
in the late moming snd arriving early the
next day, but it had mixed (ortuncs until
after the innuguration of the rail ferry
scrvice between Wellington and Picton in
1962. A soond express train was
added in 1965, and by the close of 1972
their number had risen 1o four In cach
direction, all composed of bogie vehicley
only and running et specds up 0 30 mph.
One 1rain is timed (o cover the 423 miles
in = little ux 131 hours,
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In the postwar years rllway goods
traffic ot Avckland continued to grow In
tupe with the growth of commercial
activity und the size of the metropolitan
arca, By 195960 inward tonnage had
risen to 1183000 tons and outward to
1,015,000, and by 1969.70 these figures had
risen 10 1350000 tons and 1391000 toms
respectively.  In 195980 livestock received
in the Penrose-Otahuhy area reeched o total
of 2029000 sheep and pigs and 338,000
cantie und calves. Restrictions on the road
transport of lvestock were lifted iIn 1991,
however, with the rosult thot, by the year
1969-70, their numbers arriving by ruil at
Penrose-Otahuhu had declined 10 546,000
cd:’ecp and pige and 455000 caule and

ves.

The growth of ordinary goods imaffic
ploced increasing pressure on rail hondling
facilities in the . and considerable
funds were directed towards the develop-
ment of goods vards and goods sheds. for
example at Penrose in the heart of the
industrial area. A major  goods (rain
marshalling yord wt Westhield, seven miles
south of Auckland city, was commissioned
In January 1962 as the principal terminal
for all goods trains to and from the rogion.
A modern diesel locomotive  servicing
depot wnd wagon repair depot were comt-
pleted on this site later. and in 1973 much
of the former steam locomotive depot In
Auckland hsell was demolished to make
way for new developments.

Also in 1973, practically 100 years after
the first tradns sweeved Auckland, the first
stage of a major rail freight terminal m
Southdown was opened for burness, To
be developed in stoges on a &Dacre sitc
during the next few years, this new
terminal hus been described as the “pivot
for development of efficient rail freighs
handfing in the Auocklend metropolitun
arca,™ '

With high-capacity crunes end forklifts,
gencrous  road-vehicle  circuinting  space,
and good paving. the new yard is designed
to give much hetter service than s possible
in the older, congested vards in the urea.

During the carly 1970s interest Intensified
in the possibilities of establishing & rapid
radl transit system to serve the Auckland
region. Dirccted by the Auckland Regional
Authority, & Working Party produced
recommendations  in May 1989 for »
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bus/rall rapld rransht aysiem, und in Sep-
tember 1972 u Swcering Committee set up
to conduet second-stage investigations pro
posed an electrified mil rransit petwork
using 3 fr. 6 in. gouge tracks that uitimarely
would extend on five routes. In July 1973
the Authority occepicd an offce by the
Government  to  clectrify the line from
Papakura 10 Auckland and to construct an
underground loop under the ity centre
In cfiect, this was the first stage of the
scheme recommended by the Steering Com-
mittee, but with an extension from Manu-
rewa 10 Papakurs. Subsequently o three-
man dircctorate was sct up by the
Authority and the Government 10 under-
take detailed planning and design of this
first stage. It comprises representatives of

Mhouograph N.Z. Rallwors Publicity

. scone shows the “Silver Fern' ralicar leaving froes platform

on page 109 and note the changis. wapecislly
ky 2 and § uwd 10 Be

the  Aucklund Regional Authority, the
Ministry of Works, and New Zealand Ruail-
WIS,

It iz clear thot, » hundred years wfter
the sound of trains wos first heard In Auck-
land, railway transport continues 1o play
an important, even an indispensable, part
in the economic life and industrial activity
of the reglon, With it ability 1o handle
heavy flows of teaffic cxpeditiously and
ccintively cconomically, und with relugively
modest drain on human and  material
resources, the milway undoubtedly will
continee 10 serve Auckiand for a long.
long time 10 come. The sccond hundred
vears no doubt will see aven more changes

and deovelopment than the first.
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